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“Uzbekistan Bargains with Germany for
a Military Base in Termez.”

National News Articles

Local News Articles

Marina Saidukova. 2006. “Uzbekistan
Bargains with Germany for a Military
Base in Termez.” WPS: Defense &
Security February 6, 2006

Uzbekistan Warmned Close the German
Military Base in Termez

Tashkent accuses Berlin of improper usage
of their military base in Termez. It seems
that on Moscow’s advice, Tashkent decided
to abolish the base. A delegation from
Germany would try to arrange things in the
near future.

Tashkent accuses Berlin of the fact that
“Germany had no right to send soldiers to
Afghanistan through Termez — apart from
their soldiers, there were more than 400
people from the United States, Hungary and
Denmark”. We shall remind you that
Germany is the only western state, which
preserved its military base in Uzbekistan.

As Gazeta has already reported, last August,
after the Americans heavily criticized the
actions of the Uzbek authorities during
disorders in Andizhan, the US got the
official note with the demand to abolish the
aircraft military base in Karshi-Khanabad.
Shortly after that, the leadership of Germany
started looking for a compromise in this
connection — without waiting for when the
same thing would happen to their base in
Termez. So, despite the sanctions of the
European Union, forbidding the arrival of 12
high-ranked Uzbek officials on its territory,
German MFA gave a visa for Internal
Affairs Minister Zakirzhon Almatov who
came to Germany for medical treatment.
December 10, 2005, the delegation headed

by Defense Minister Deputy Fridbert
Pfluger signed a memorandum about
prolongation of the soldiers’ stay.

The German base in Termez was established
in 2002, in return for financial aid and
military cooperation, which foresaw
dispatches of armament and military
hardware. During the three years, Germany
modernized the airport, constructed a new
take-off strip and a stop for nine big planes.
Overall, in Uzbekistan there are 300 German
soldiers and officers who support seven
transport planes S-160 and five helicopters
SN-53.

Famous political scientist, director of
Kerber’s center in charge of the CIS at the
German Foreign Policy Council Alexander
Rar told Gazeta that such turn of the events
could have been foreseen. “Uzbekistan did
not have to forget that Germany, even being
loyal to countries from the region of Central
Asia (the Germans do not try to expand
“orange revolutions” or impose their liberal
values) is integrated into the European
Union and is not going to play its own game
in the region”, Rar considers. He made a
supposition that “the Uzbeks counted on the
independent position of Germany in the
respect of the Iraq question, but it is
impossible at Angela Merkel”.

Member of the Academic Council of the
Carnegie center in Moscow Aleksey
Malashenko, on the other hand, sees a
“Moscow hand” in the intention of Tashkent
to push away German soldiers from the
country. According to his opinion, the
declaration of the Uzbekistan MFA confirms
the line of Tashkent aimed at closing in with
Russia. “I think that Tashkent made a
decision after at least discussing the problem
with Moscow”, he said to Gazeta.
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It is curious that at the same time, Tashkent
demanded Berlin construct a hotel, a
hospital and a rest center in Termez. It even
quoted the sum needed — 20 million euro.
Meanwhile, Germany has already invested
12 million euro in the modernization of the
base and transacts 240 thousand euro for
abode of the soldiers every month.

As they reported to Gazeta in the Moscow
German Embassy, a delegation would be
sent to Uzbekistan in the near future, which
would try to arrange things.

Gazeta, February 2, 20006, p. 12

Melvin R. Laird. 2006. “Don’t Downsize
The Guard.” The Washington Post
February 6, 2006

Funding Shortages Risk Creating a Second-
Rate Army

There is great interest in the debate over our
Army’s force structure, strategy and the
relevance of the “Total Force” concept in
the 21st century. Some have argued that the
Total Force concept no longer “fits” our
nation’s military strategy. Reflecting on all
the reasons that the country adopted this
concept in the 1970s, one must conclude
that, to the contrary, it fits now more than
ever.

We shouldn’t forget that the Total Force
concept was based on the hard lessons of the
Vietnam War and fiscal realities. The Guard
and reserves were not mobilized during that
conflict because President Lyndon B.
Johnson preferred to use the draft rather than
risk the political fallout of activating units in
America’s heartland. When the Total Force
concept was announced in August 1970, our
plan was to integrate Guard and reserve

forces as full partners in defense. In so doing
we were able to end the draft and establish
the all-volunteer force. Better training and
fully equipping our nation’s militia would be
essential to ensure that we had a cost-
effective force.

Fast-forward 30 years.

As we have experienced since the Persian
Gulf War, when you call out Guard or
reserve units, you call out America. The
National Guard provides, through its dual
state and federal mission, the necessary
friction between the states and the executive
and legislative branches to promote dialogue
and debate about the nation’s defense
priorities and policies. The Defense
Department should learn a lesson or two
from the recently completed Base
Realignment and Closure Commission.
Governors and members of Congress are
stakeholders in the defense of America. The
Defense Department would be wise to work
with them when addressing the states” Guard
and reserve policies.

When examining the contributions to
today’s war on terrorism, one sees a force in
which the Guard and reserves have flown
over 80 percent of all airlift missions and
provided as many as half of the troops in
Iraq and Afghanistan. But under the rubric
of transformation, the National Guard is in
danger of becoming a second-rate force,
falling behind in modem equipment and
trained personnel. The new Quadrennial
Defense Review reduces the Guard and
reserves overall by more than 45,000
members, and it appears to be a polite way
of starting downsizing.

The Defense Department should not tax its
most cost-efficient agencies, the National
Guard and reserves, to fund other shortfalls.
The Army’s budget is not sufficient to
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maintain or refit the regular forces, Reserve
and National Guard, even to meet the
limited military strategy being followed by
the Pentagon. Our Army’s equipment is in
need of reconditioning and replacement after
four years of war.

The percentage of military spending has not
kept pace with the reality of a global war on
terrorism. The nation is at war — at home and
abroad. The cost of freedom has risen since
Sept. 11. It will not be easy or popular to
reverse the downward trend in defense
spending. But the realities of the global
terrorist threat and the outside possibility of
conventional warfare from a challenge by a
China, Iran or North Korea demand that we
take off the blinders.

As one who was there at the formulation of
the Total Force concept — with the end of the
draft and creation of the all-volunteer force,
with the Guard and reserves properly
equipped and trained — I would argue that
discontinuing these policies is not the
answer to defense spending shortfalls. If we
g0 back to the National Guard and reserves
relegated to hand-me-down equipment — an
afterthought — then the lessons of Vietnam
will have been forgotten. Our economy is
large, growing and productive, and can
absorb needed additional outlays.

The Total Force concept has been a victory
tor America; I urge the Defense Department
leadership not to turn it into a defeat.
Energize the Total Force concept. The
National Guard and reserves are — along
with a properly configured regular force —
the cost-effective solution for an uncertain
future.

The writer was a Republican representative
from Wisconsin for nine terms and then
served as defense secretary from 1969 to
1973. He is senior counselor for national and

international affairs at the Reader’s Digest
Association Inc.

Jim Hodges. 2006. “Black History Month:

in the ‘Freedom Fort>.” Daily Press
(Newport News, VA February 5, 2006

Civil War-era engraving;:

At Fort Monroe on May 24, 1861, Union
Maj. Gen. Benjamin Butler told Confederate
Maj. John B. Cary that slaves Frank Baker,
Sheppard Mallory and James Townsend
would not be returned to their owners. Said
Butler, “I am under no constitutional
obligations to a foreign country, which
Virginia now claims to be. ... I shall hold
these Negroes as contraband of war.”

Some descendants of the 10,000
“contrabands” who sought freedom at Fort
Monroe call the Peninsula home.

On the night of May 23, 1861, Frank Baker,
Sheppard Mallory and James Townsend
slipped into a skiff and rowed across
Hampton Roads from Sewell’s Point in
Norfolk to Old Point Comfort.

Being out at night without permission was
dangerous for slaves. That they didn’t know
what was ahead made their trip even more
frightening.

But they knew what they were leaving:
fortifications for a Confederate artillery
battery that they helped build under the
command of their master, Col. Charles K.
Mallory.

And they knew that he was going to take
them south for more war work, forcing them
to leave their families in Hampton behind.
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“Whatever they had, they knew they would
get a better shake from the Northern troops,”
says Gerri Hollins of Hampton, keeper of
the flame for the Contraband Historical
Society, which has the lot of Baker, Mallory
and Townsend as its genesis.

The contraband story is one of courage. It’s
one of hope.

And it’s one of blind luck.

“They had no idea what they could expect at
Fort Monroe,” says Robert F. Engs, a history
professor at the University of Pennsylvania.
He’s the author of “Freedom’s First
Generation,” about blacks in Hampton from
the Civil War through Reconstruction,

Had Baker, Mallory and Townsend escaped
two days earlier, they probably would have
been sent back by Fort Monroe’s post
commander, Col. Justin Dimick. The
Fugitive Slave Act required it.

So did President Abraham Lincoln, who
censured other officers for trying to free
slaves. Lincoln was still trying to hold the
union together.

Had Maj. Gen. Benjamin Butler not been
sent to Fort Monroe on May 22 — “to keep
him out of trouble,” Engs says — the slaves
probably would have been returned.

It had happened to others who sought refuge
at the fort.

Had Hampton not voted on May 23 to
endorse the ordinance of Virginia’s
secession, the slaves probably would have
been returned.

But on that night, Virginia was no longer a
part of the United States.

That confluence of events gave Butler, a
lawyer by trade, the evidence he needed to
tell Confederate Maj. John Cary — an
emissary sent by Mallory to reclaim his
property — that Baker, Mallory and
Townsend would be staying at Fort Monroe.

It was a reunion of sorts.

Butler and Cary had met at the 1860
Democratic National Convention in
Charleston, S.C., where both voted for
Jeftferson Davis to be the party’s nominee to
run against the Republicans’ Lincoln.
Stephen Douglas ultimately got the
Democratic nod.

(In 1864, Butler turned down an invitation to
run as Lincoln’s vice president, saying he
would do so only if the president promised
“that within three months after his
inauguration, he would die.”)

In his memoirs, Butler writes that he told
Cary on May 24, 1861: “‘I mean to take
Virginia at her word, as declared in the
ordinance of secession passed yesterday. I
am under no constitutional obligations to a
foreign country, which Virginia now claims
to be.’

“‘But you say we cannot secede,’ (Cary)
answered, ‘and so you cannot consistently
detain the Negroes.””

Butler’s response:

“‘But you say you have seceded, so you
cannot consistently claim them. [ shall hold
these Negroes as contraband of war, since
they are engaged in the construction of your
battery and are claimed as your property.’”

Butler offered Cary a deal: If Mallory were
to take an oath of allegiance to the United
States, his property would be returned.
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That wouldn’t happen.

From that day, the term ‘“contraband”
became synonymous with “freedom” for
slaves. It became a pejorative in the jargon
of their masters.

And Fort Monroe — built with slave labor
more than 30 years earlier - became the
“freedom fort.”

“Fort Monroe is a beacon of hope for our
people,” says Hollins, descended from a
contraband. “It was the birth of freedom for
our people en masse.”

The day after Butler’s edict, eight more
slaves showed up at Fort Monroe.

The day after that, 47 were there, most
camped near the chapel inside the walls of
the fort.

By war’s end, as many as 10,000 had
appealed for contraband status at Fort
Monroe and its companion, Fort Calhoun,
which later became Fort Wool. They had
spilled into Hampton, which had been
burned and evacuated by its citizens to deny
it to the Union troops.

“Think about it,” says Mike Cobb, curator of
the Hampton Museum. “Think about what
Fort Monroe must have looked like then —
some kind of monolithic structure, not only
to slaves but to everyone.

“It had to be intimidating. Put yourself in the
role of a slave in the field and approaching
this great place, appealing for your
freedom.”

Freedom?

Baker, Mallory and Townsend went to work
for the Union army for $8 a month plus
rations. Many of those who followed were
similarly employed — women at half pay.

But shortly after Butler left later that year
for New Orleans, the quartermaster under
his successor — Maj. Gen. John Wool —
began cheating the contraband. Wages were
withheld. So was food.

By then, the former slaves had created the
Grand Contraband Camp, that area in
Hampton that includes today’s Union,
Lincoln and Grant streets. Contraband
moved in among the rubble of Hampton,
building houses of roughed-out timber. They
called the area “Slabtown.”

“When you stop and think about it,” says
Engs, “they might have been living under
worse conditions than they had been on the
plantations.”

Except at the end of the day.

“The floors of many of the houses were dirt,
and they were rough houses,” says Cobb. “It
was a quasi-freedom, but when they shut the
doors, they were free for the first time in
their lives, living in a home of their own.”

In 1863 residents of Slabtown and the Grand
Contraband Camp gathered around a tree,
now called Emancipation Oak on the
campus of Hampton University. There they
heard the Emancipation Proclamation read
for the first time.

Reports are that they rejoiced.
“I don’t think they realized that they were

accepted from the Emancipation
Proclamation,” Engs says.
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Well down the document — just past three
paragraphs of flowery language — is written
that Virginia is included “except the forty-
eight counties designated as West Virginia,
and also the counties of Accomac,
Northampton, Elizabeth City (now
Hampton), York, Princess Ann (now
Virginia Beach) and Norfolk.”

They were still contraband.

“Technically, they weren’t freed until the
13th Amendment,” Engs says. That was in
1865.

Hollins of the Contraband Historical Society
takes a philosophical approach — much, she
believes, as her ancestors did.

“If you are working for wages and believe
you are free, you're free,” she says.

The descendants of the contraband flourish
in Hampton, but the symbols of their
ancestors are vanishing.

There is no historical marker for the Grand
Contraband Camp or Slabtown. Houses in
the old neighborhoods are giving way to
redevelopment.

“The story will continue, but people want to
see something to remind them,” says Frank
Earnest, an officer in the Sons of the
Confederate Veterans and member of the
Contraband Historical Society. “They want
to be able to look out at something tangible.
It’s hard to get when you look out and see
another bank.”

The Hampton Museum has a display cabinet
dedicated to the contraband, but there’s little
in it, save for drawings and an ax that Cobb
says symbolizes the building of the houses
of Slabtown.

Fort Monroe is scheduled to vanish after a
review by the Base Realignment and
Closure commission.

“Fort Monroe won’t be gone,” Cobb insists.
“It’s always going to be there in some way.”

Its Casemate Museum will probably survive
in some form, says Dennis Mroczkowski,
the executive director. But the Casemate has
only a single window display dedicated to
the contraband.

“You can’t display what you don’t have,” he
says.

Hollins rails at what she sees as her heritage
vanishing and campaigns for a contraband
museum.

“When your history becomes null and void,
you become invisible,” she says. “That’s
what is happening in Hampton.”

Engs lived at Fort Monroe for two years and
researched “Freedom’s First Generation”
while his father was stationed at Fort Eustis.
He hoped that his book would help
perpetuate the contraband story.

He also teaches it in his classes.

“It’s a story that may be well-known in
Hampton but not much anyplace else,” he
says, “and it needs to be told.”

It’s the story of three men who led a
migration to Fort Monroe, taking a giant
step toward freedom.

The Associated Press. 2006. “WV Guard
Fleet.” Associated Press Newswires
February 5, 2006
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Charleston, W.Va. (AP) — Only months after
escaping a plan that would have stripped the
West Virginia Air National Guard’s 130th
Airlift Wing of its planes, the unit has a new
fleet.

The Charleston-based unit celebrated the
arrival of the last of nine C-130H3 Hercules
cargo planes on Saturday.

The planes, which had been based at the
167th Airlift Wing in Martinsburg, replace
nine older C-130H2 models as part of a
modernization of both units.

The Martinsburg unit will get C-5 Galaxy
aircraft, among the largest in the world, next
year.

“We’re saying goodbye to an old friend that
has taken care of us for 33 years,” said Lt.
Andrew Schmidt, the 167th Airlift Wing’s
public information officer.

After the planes touched down in
Charleston, 167th commander Col. Eric
Vollmecke handed a ceremonial key for the
tfleet to the 130th’s Col. Tim Frye, to cheers
trom National Guard members and others in
attendance.

Unlike the H2s, the H3s have digital
cockpits, as well as improved radar and
better night vision, according to the National
Guard.

“I woke up this morning and thought, ‘What
a good day,” because we could be at Pope
Air Force Base instead of here in West
Virginia,” said Adjutant General Allen
Tackett, referring to the North Carolina
facility that the Defense Department had
recommended as the new home of the unit’s
planes.

“That fight is over and we are still here” said
Sen. Robert C. Byrd, D-W.Va., who has
been credited with leading the effort to
persuade the Base Realignment and Closure
Commission to reject the Pentagon’s plan
for the 130th.

“Is there some fight still left in the 130th
Airlift Wing?” Byrd asked, to loud cheers.
“You better believe it.”

Staff. 2006. “Alliance for Augusta
Regional? Augusta (GA) Chronicle
February 4, 2006

Same Local Boosterism That Saved Fort
Gordon Could Save Airport

Fort Gordon is in Augusta, but the entire
Central Savannah River Area came together
for several years in the struggle to keep the
fort off the Pentagon’s 2005 base closure
and realignment list.

Something like the region-wide campaign to
save Fort Gordon needs to be applied to
Augusta Regional Airport. Both the airport
and the fort are crucially important to the
area’s economy, albeit in different ways.

To be sure, Augusta Regional isn’t in danger
of shutting down, says airport director
Buster Boshears, but with a little help from
area travelers and economic developers,
Bush Field could be providing better service
at lower cost. What it needs are more
passengers.

Studies indicate that nearly 50 percent of the
CSRA’s flying public choose to pass up
Augusta Regional to fly out of other
airports, particularly in Atlanta and
Columbia, S.C. That’s an astounding figure,
inexcusable for a major metropolitan area.
Yet with a little awareness-raising effort and
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a touch of Fort Gordon-like boosterism,
much of the “leakage,” as it’s called in the
aviation industry, could be plugged.

If Bush Field recovered a good percentage
of the travelers it’s missing out on, more
airlines would show interest in the local
market, air fares would start to come down
and service would soon improve. More
airport traffic would generate more federal
grants and user fees to further improve
services and upgrade equipment.

The question is, how can the flying public
be lured to Augusta Regional?

Price discrepancy, of course, is the main
reason people don’t use local air service. If
one can save several hundred dollars flying
out of Atlanta or Columbia, says Boshears,
then by all means take the savings. His point
is that oftentimes the price discrepancy isn’t
large enough to justify the drive time, gas
and parking fees.

He urges CSRA travelers to balance the
inconvenience and price of their out-of-town
tickets against the value of their travel time
and comfort. From that perspective they
might find it’s cheaper to fly out of Augusta
after all.

In any event, Boshears urges area travelers
to first check with Augusta before making
their travel plans — and that means both
airlines, the Delta subsidiary and US
Airways. Augusta is such a Delta town, says
Boshears, that many folks forget about US
Airways, which sometimes is considerably
less expensive than Delta.

Timing also is important — advance
bookings can often save a lot of money,
even when compared with Atlanta and
Columbia.

BRAC Commission Early Bird

A few other key points Boshears makes is
that Augusta Regional is the community’s
airport. It’s owned by local taxpayers. This
is where boosterism comes in. With active
community support the airport can survive
and thrive, paying dividends to taxpayers;
without that support, business and the
economy could be hurting. And the airport’s
cost becomes a drag on taxpayers. Don’t let
that happen.

Finally, Boshears points out that it’s wrong
to blame the airport for ticket prices, as
many misinformed travelers do. Airport
personnel have nothing to do with ticket
prices, which are set by the airlines. Only
area travelers can bring airfares down by
using the local airport whenever it’s
practical and affordable for them to do so.

February 2, 2006

County Wants Fairchild Buffer.

The Spokesman-Review (Spokane, WA)
Alison Boggs.

An effort to insulate Fairchild Air Force
Base from any future threat of closure has
Spokane County knocking on the governor’s
door, asking for almost $1 million.

Spokane County would like $910,000 out of
a $5 million fund, which Gov.

Chris Gregoire designated in her proposed
budget to protect the state’s Air Force bases
from encroachment due to residential or
commercial development.

The $5 million was set aside last year to
assist Washington communities in fighting
off efforts to close military bases during the
recent federal Base Realignment and
Closure Commission process. However, as
none of the state’s bases was targeted for
closure by BRAC, that money was never
spent.
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Spokane County would like to purchase 160
acres at the end of Fairchild[Js runway to
eliminate a gravel pit and ponds that exist on
the property, said Commissioner Todd
Mielke. The county also is in the process of
identifying property for the relocation of the
Geiger Spur rail line and discovered the
planned route runs across a small part of that
land, Mielke said.

Encroachment issues were always
something that could be held against you in
a BRAC review, Mielke said. The land was
cited as a potential liability in keeping
Fairchild open in the last two BRAC
reviews.

If the county is successful in acquiring the
land, Mielke said, it would be zoned to
prevent any future development or public
use. Additional issues raised by the mining
operations and ponds on the land include
dust, electrical interference with aircraft
controls and birds flying into the path of the
planes, said Maj. Carol Gering, a Fairchild
spokeswoman.

We think mining in that area so close to the
end of the runway is an incompatible use
with our operation, said John Gibson, a
community planner in Fairchild’s civil
engineering division. The base approached
the county and the Spokane Regional
Chamber of Commerce about the county
acquiring that land, Gibson said.

The land is owned by Northwest Industrial
Services, which runs its gravel pit on 45 of
the 160 acres. Ted Condon, a partner in that
business, said negotiations have not begun
for the purchase of that property, but his
company would be open to discussing a sale
if it will help protect Fairchild.

We wouldn’t be in any position to hinder the
process, Condon said. The Air Force base is
Spokane County’s largest employer, with
more than 5,000 employees. We do other
business with Fairchild directly, so we want
to see it stay around as much as the next

guy.

If the county lands the funding, Mielke said,
its next step would be to commission an
appraisal of the land. State law requires
public agencies to pay no more than the
appraised value for a piece of property, he
said.

However, it’s not clear whether the
governor’s proposed use for that $5 million
will survive in the House and Senate
versions of the budget, neither of which has
been revealed. State Rep. Hans Dunshee, D-
Snohomish, chairman of the House’s
construction-budget committee, said he’s
unsure it’s the state’s responsibility to
purchase buffer land around the military
bases.

The bases are federal complexes, and the
counties are responsible for the zoning that
permits development to occur, he said.

I’m not closed to the possibility of state
action, but the state shouldn’t be the first
place people come for money, Dunshee said.
It’s something we want to consider, but it’s
not an immediate, immediate threat.

Mielke, however, said the governor already
has identified protecting military bases as a
state priority.

She recognizes that and has stepped up to
the plate, he said.

Unattributed. 2006. Sen. Burns Comments
on DOD’s Quadrennial Defense Review,
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Malmstrom, National Guard. US Fed
News (February 3).

Washington, Feb. 3 * The office of Sen.
Conrad Burns, R-Mont., issued the
following statement:

Sen. Conrad Burns (R * Mont.) today issued
the following statement regarding the
Defense Department’s Quadrennial Defense
Review (QDR), which was released today:

Today the Defense Department released its
Quadrennial Defense Review or QDR,
which details their specific plan for
restructuring the military.

I've been working with senior Defense
officials for months through this process,
including meetings with Secretary
Rumsfeld, Deputy Secretary England, Air
Force Secretary Wynne and STRATCOM
General Cartwright in the last two weeks
alone.

[ support restructuring the military to meet
emerging threats around the globe. I believe
Montana will play a key role in the
transformation of the military. Today (s
QDR is a Master Plan for the next four
years, and now DOD must come to
Congress for funding. I sit on the Defense

Appropriations Subcommittee and will have
a key role in this process.

The QDR raises two important issues for
Montanans:

1) The three missile states of Montana,
Wyoming, and North Dakota are slated to
absorb a missile cut to 450 from 500.
Although not specified in the report, we
believe the 50 missiles will come from
Malmstrom and be used for testing over
several years. This is not a completed deal,
and there will be debate on this point

between Congress and DOD. In order to
offset the potential short-term loss for
Malmstrom, I am working with the Air
Force to re-open the runway and bring new
missions to Malmstrom. Air Force Secretary
Wynne confirmed to me the first step in this
process will be taken in March, when an
Attributes Study of Malmstrom is
conducted. I believe the military will bring
new missions to Malmstrom.

2) DOD also suggests that the Army
National Guard force structure will be
reduced to 106 Brigades, roughly 324,000
soldiers nationwide, down from the present
force level of just under 350,000. Two
weeks ago DOD assured me that the
Montana Army National Guard will
maintain its force structure of 2,500 soldiers.
Although I am optimistic about this promise,
the overall reductions that have been
released for the Army National Guard across
the country are unacceptable. Congress will
not allow a cut in the National Guard, and I
signed a letter to Defense Secretary
Rumsfeld stating just that, and the letter
bears the signatures of 78 senators. Cutting
the National Guard when they've been
stretched thin and perform miraculously
over the past few years in unwise and will
not happen.

I believe the QDR offers opportunities for a
new mission at Malmstrom.

Montana has clear skies, low population,
unimpeded air space, and fantastic facilities
at Malmstrom that can be better utilized
with new missions.

Matt Mackowiak, 202/224-6830, 202/380-
8183.

Sen. Lieberman Lauds Sub Production
Increase in Quadrennial Defense Review.
US Fed News (February 3).
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Washington, Feb. 3 * The office of Sen.
Joseph L. Lieberman, D-Conn., issued the
following press release:

Sen. Joe Lieberman (D-CT) made the
following statement today in response to the
Pentagon’s release of the Quadrennial
Defense Review (QDR):

As announced in the Quadrennial Defense
Review, [ applaud the Defense Department’s
decision to increase submarine production to
two boats a year in 2012. However, the
latest Navy force structure plan calls for a
fleet of approximately 50 submarines. If the
Navy waits until 2012 to increase production
to two submarines a year, it cannot maintain
its targeted level.

As the BRAC Commissioners understood
when they followed our recommendations to
keep open Submarine Base New London,
the United States must counter the growing
threat of other nations that are rapidly
increasing their submarine production. We
must keep our maritime industrial base
healthy in Connecticut, and increase
production to two submarines a year before
the targeted 2012 date. This is an issue
which is vital to our local economy and our
national security.

As our nation’s military transforms from a
tighting force skilled primarily in defeating
conventional threats to a force tasked to
respond to irregular and non-traditional
threats, I know that Connecticut companies
will step up to the plate and provide the
defense research and products necessary to
win the long war on terrorism.

Rob Sawicki, 202/224-4041.

Cal State East Bay Deliberating Campus
at Naval Weapons Base.

Contra Costa Times

(Walnut Creek, CA)

(February 3): F4.

Cal State East Bay students face a
frustrating task driving to their Concord
campus, perched in the Mount Diablo
foothills at least five miles from freeways.

This access problem has led dean Peter
Wilson to envision building a 200-acre
campus at the former Concord Naval
Weapons Station, not far from highways 4
and 242.

The current location along the congested
Ygnacio Valley Road constrains what
(enrollment) size we can think of and
constrains the kinds of programs we can
develop, said Wilson, who leads the
Concord campus. It’s an issue we have to
resolve.

And the university has a bargaining chip: It
could give about one-third or more of its
current 386-acre property to the city as open
space in exchange for some weapons station
land, Wilson said.

The university property borders the Lime
Ridge Open Space and could be a natural
extension of the city’s greenbelt. Cal State,
which has built on only 5 percent of its
Concord land, would hold on to its five
buildings and continue some classes there.

Wilson and city leaders warn that such a
proposal is 1n its infant stages and details of
a precise location on the former base and
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how much it would cost have not been
determined.

But Mayor Susan Bonilla said itOs an idea
worth exploring, especially since she
envisions a university research center
anchoring the area’s development on the
5,170-acre former base.

I could see partnerships with the CSU and
the research center, said Bonilla, a high
school English teacher. I could see a high
school component to it too with students in
the labs. It’s fun to think of all the
possibilities.

Cal State’s Concord branch was founded in
1992 as a satellite location of the main
Hayward campus.

At the time, community leaders envisioned
Concord would become its own separate
university and an expressway linking
Walnut Creek to East County would come
by campus.

Environmental concerns killed the
expressway idea and Wilson said it’s
doubtful Concord will become its own
college anytime soon.

The Concord campus is the only place in
Contra Costa County where students can
earn a bachelor(Js degree from a public
university. About 1,700 students

* the majority from Central County,
followed by East County * go there for
upper-division classes that are primarily
offered at night.

By building classrooms, labs, a library and
other facilities at the former weapons
station, Wilson estimated that enrollment
could grow to more than 20,000 at build out.

One method to obtain that property is
through a military program called a public
benefit conveyance, said Harry Kelso, who
leads Base Closure Partners, a consultant

group.

Concord’s leaders and the Navy could set
aside land for schools, libraries, post offices
or other public buildings at no cost or below
market value. If the Navy follows recent
models, it would then auction the remaining
land to developers.

There’s a very public benefit to having a
university, Kelso said. The hardest part on
this is not getting the military to play ball,
it’s that everyone in the community needs to
be on the same page for the Navy to say OK.

In the next couple months, Concord officials
plan to hold the first of many public
hearings to get input on the future of the
weapons station.

The city’s nonbinding draft general plan
calls for up to 13,000 homes on the former
base and dedicating up to half the land as
open space, trails and recreation fields.

In November, Congress approved closing
the base’s inland portion in a cost-cutting
move that will save the federal government
millions of dollars every year. The Army
will continue to operate the Suisun Bay port
and the 7,600 acres that surround it.

Ryan Huft covers Concord and Clayton.
Reach him at 925-977-8471 or
rhuff@cctimes.com.

Concorde Campus Snapshot
Campus founded in 1981 at former Pleasant

Hill High School; moved to Concord in
1992.
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1,700 students

Offers nine bachelor’s and six master’s
degrees

Web site: www.concord.csueastbay.edu
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Rep. Rehberg Deeply Concerned with
Missile Reduction in DOD’s Report.
US Fed News

(February 3).

Washington, Feb. 3 * Rep. Dennis Rehberg,
R-Mont. (at large), issued the following
press release: Montana’s Rep. Denny
Rehberg said the Pentagon’s decision to
reduce the number of Intercontinental
Ballistic Missiles (ICBM) by 50 would
negatively impact Malmstrom Air Force
Base in Great Falls. The Department of
Defense released its Quadrennial Defense
Review (QDR) today outlining its strategic
plan to realign military forces and
technologies.

Malmstom currently houses 200 of our
nation’s force of 500 ICBMs.

the report is disconcerting, but we have to be
creative and stay focused on Malmstrom’s
strengths and assets, said Rehberg, a
member of the Military Quality of Life
Appropriations Subcommittee. Malmstrom
makes crucial contributions to the
community and plays a vital role in our
national defense, and I will work to make
sure it remains a key player on each of these
fronts.

Anticipating the QDR, Rehberg consistently
voiced his support for Malmstrom

s ICBM force by sending letters to the
Chairman of the House Armed Services
Committee and the Secretary of Defense.
Last April, Rehberg traveled to Colorado
Springs to meet with Space Commander

General Lord to advocate on behalf of
Malmstrom. Throughout the summer,
Rehberg met with Air Force Procurement
Generals Wood and Fletcher to discuss new
missions for Malmstrom. Last fall, Rehberg
authored legislation to make the
maintenance of 500 ICBMs official U.S.
policy. In 2004, Rehberg worked to form the
Malmstrom Advisory Council on Base
Realignment and Closure (MACBRAC), a
body which worked to promote Malmstrom
missions during the base realignment and
closure process.

Conrad, Max and I will work together to
map out a strategy for Malmstrom’s future,
Rehberg said. The future could include
shifting warheads from nuclear to
conventional, which would allow us to
maintain the global protection, precision,
and reliability that our ICBM’s currently
provide.

I know Malmstrom will continue to be a
major asset for our national defense as well
as the Great Falls region, Rehberg said. I
look forward to working with the delegation
to ensure a secure future for the base.

BRAC-Affected People Will Need to
Move to Find Jobs.

Air Force Reserve Command News Service
February 3, 2006.

Robins Air Force Base, Ga. (AFPN) * While
many Air Force Reservists and civilians
know their jobs will change under base
realignment and closure, or BRAC, one of
the most difficult things to grasp is how
those shifts will happen.

To date, none of the BRAC actions affecting
Air Force Reserve Command units will
move entire units from one location to
another, and no one will automatically get a
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job at new locations. If affected by BRAC,
old jobs will go away and people will have
to compete for new positions wherever
available.

Keeping our highly trained, highly
experienced people is vital to our
command’s success, said Steve Mann,
director of personnel at Headquarters AFRC
here.

To ease the transition, gaining units will
give first priority to those moving under
BRAC.

Our goal is to take care of our people, Mr.
Mann said.

To do that, the command is providing full-
time civilians and Reservists new Web-
based job placement services. Called
clearinghouses, these virtual job fairs take
personal career and location preferences into
account and work to match BRAC-displaced
people with new opportunities.

The clearinghouses will allow military
personnel flights to work with commanders
and individuals to give BRAC-impacted
people priority over new hiring or internal
placement, Mr. Mann said.

According to A BRAC Guide for Civilian
and Military Personnel Issues * released by
the command in January * gaining units
must give first priority for placement in
vacant positions to displaced people who
register in one of the clearinghouses.

The technical reason why BRAC-displaced
workers must find new jobs at new locations
is because of the transfer of function rules.
None of the command’s BRAC actions
qualify as a transfer of function. In cases
where a job move is not a transfer of
function, employees do not have a right to

move with their job to the new unit. While
employees may be given a chance to apply,
they may have to compete with other
candidates for the job.

Command people displaced by BRAC can
learn more by accessing the guide from a
military computer at
www.mil.afrc.af.mil/hq/dp/brac.

BRAC Keeps Military Health System
Relevant.

Department of Defense U.S. Air Force
Releases

February 3 2006.

The 2005 Base Realignment and Closure, or
BRAC, process has created opportunities
and challenges for the military community,
and specifically the military medicine
community, the commission[]s chairman
said here Feb. 2.

Four BRAC actions affect large medical
facilities. At least four more affect medical
research and management activities, and
seven outpatient hospitals will convert to
clinics with ambulatory surgery capability,
said Anthony J.

Principi at the State of the Military Health
System 2006 Annual Conference.

The BRAC-mandated changes will help the
military health system become a more
modern, joint force capable of dealing with
the changing environment, Mr.

Principi said.

The worlds of national defense and of
medicine are changing ever more rapidly
and ever more profoundly. And just as
chance favors the prepared mind, change
favors the prepared organization, he said.
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The decision to realign Walter Reed Army
Medical Center here into a multiservice
facility upset many people, Mr. Principi
said. They perceived it as the loss of a
facility with rich heritage and a world-class
reputation. But the BRAC commission
agreed the change will transform a legacy *
an aging medical infrastructure * into a
premier, modernized joint operational
medicine platform, he said.

Another example of transformation is the
decision to establish a joint medical facility
at Fort Sam Houston, Texas, and to convert
nearby Wilford Hall Medical Center on
Lackland Air Force Base into an ambulatory
care center, Mr. Principi said.

The BRAC addressed many infrastructure
issues, but the top priority for health care
leadership is providing quality care for
service members and their families, Mr.
Principi said.

Those men and women look to you * the
health care professionals in this room * to
provide them and their families with the
medical care they need,

he said.

Change will be painful at first, as it is in all
organizations, Mr. Principi said, but it is
necessary to keep up with a society and an
environment that will continually evolve.

Over the long run, the status quo and a
dynamic environment are incompatible, he
said.

The BRAC results will make the military
health system able to adapt to this changing
environment and continue to be relevant to
its beneficiaries, Mr.

Principi said.

New Orleans to Be First AF Reserve
BRAC Closure.

Air Force Reserve Command News Service
February 3, 2006.

Air Force Reserve Command’s 926th
Fighter Wing at Naval Air Station Joint
Reserve Base New Orleans will be the
command’s first wing affected by the most
recent Base Realignment and Closure.

Moved up a year, resources from the 926th
will realign to four bases:

Buckley Air Force Base, Colo.; Nellis AFB,
Nev.; Whiteman AFB, Mo.; and Barksdale
AFB, La. The first A-10 Thunderbolts will
move to Whiteman and Barksdale March 15.
The A-10 moves will remain temporary until
environmental impact assessments are
completed.

Headquarters AFRC officials here
announced the realignments Jan. 20.

While the timeline for realigning the wing is
earlier than expected, officials stress it is
necessary because Hurricane Katrina caused

extensive damage to the New Orleans base.

(O0The timeline for moving aircraft and
closing the 926th Fighter Wing is based on
key factors * the need to transform the
military, the way we do business and taking
care of our personnel, [} said Maj. Gen.
Charles Stenner, director of plans and
programs at Headquarters AFRC.

[lIn order to promote the readiness of our
flying wings, resources from the 926th must
shift to other bases,(] General Stenner said.
[OMission demands dictate that timeline. (]
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After assessing the damage done by the
hurricane, it was determined that the unit
would not be able to maintain wartime
readiness.

[IMoving the A-10s to two of our other
bases will increase overall mission
effectiveness, ] the general said.

Before the moves are considered permanent,
the units receiving the BRAC additions must
successfully complete environmental impact
evaluations. In addition to the aircraft and
equipment moves, the realignment is
scheduled to move about 840 people from
New Orleans by Sept. 30.

[11t is never the easy or desirable course of
action to displace men and women who have
devoted their lives to defending our
nation,[] General Stenner said. [1People are
our most valuable asset and we'll do
everything possible to assist every member
of the unit * traditional Reservists,
technicians and civilians * in finding new
jobs.[]

While closing the New Orleans wing early
in the BRAC process will help meet mission
demands, it will also provide displaced
members with a head start on making long-
term plans.

1 7Our people will be given the first shot at
job positions created by this move, ] said
Col. Steve Arthur, wing commander. (] feel
confident that anyone who wants a job will
have opportunities.

The 926th is just one unit of many affected
by BRAC. In AFRC alone, BRAC will
affect more than half the command in the
next five years.

Maines Ship Comes In.
Bangor (ME)

Daily News

February 3, 2006:

The excellent news this week that Maine
had received a $15 million federal grant
over three years to help Brunswick and other
coastal areas strengthen their economies is
another opportunity for this state to develop
its boat-building capacity. Maine has
development advantages in relatively few
industries. Marine products are among them.

The grant, called the Workforce Innovation
in Regional Economic Development
(WIRED) initiative, comes from the U.S.
Department of Labor and funds a state
partnership known as The North Star
Alliance as part of the competitiveness
agenda discussed by President Bush in his
State of the Union address.

The alliance includes businesses, research
and development facilities, universities and
state government. Its purpose is to expand
composite-related industries in areas such as
marine and waterfront infrastructure, boat
building and construction and a range of
other products. Brunswick is working on a
recovery plan after losing its air station to
the last base-closure round, but development
of these fields is of statewide interest.

The North Star Alliance’s goal is to create
2,000 new jobs in advanced composites over
the next several years. That will require a lot
of education to prepare workers for these
fields. And that means new ways of thinking
about delivering courses in boat building to
produce an able work force.

Maine, of course, has the fine school for
boat building in Washington County
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Community College. But the demand for
workers suggests there is room for expanded
programs elsewhere too.

The funding of $5 million a year to Maine is
large enough to have a serious effect on the
important and growing industry of advanced
composites. But it

s also small enough

to be wasted, leaving Maine after three years
with a task force report concluding the state
needs more money. Both the administration
and legislators should follow updates on this
funding closely to ensure it has the desired
impact.

Opportunities like this don0t come along
often; Maine is poised to do great things in
an industry where its reputation and
products already shine.

Land Unavailable to City for Years.
The Hartford (CT) Courant

January 24, 2006

Josh Kovner.

Middletown * The federal land off Mile
Lane, coveted by the city as an extension to
the high school campus, would not be
available to Middletown until late 2009 or

2010, an Army spokesman said Monday.

The high school building committee asked
last week for the status of the federal
property, but is proceeding with construction
of the new high school on the adjacent, city-
owned Wilderman_s Way site. Work to
prepare for the foundation is about one-third
complete.

_If they’re digging in the ground and ready
to pour concrete, then they’re not going to
want to wait for us, Master Sgt. Richard

Lambert said Monday from Fort Devens,
Mass.

The 42-acre Army Reserve Center
Maintenance Support Facility was one of a
half-dozen reserve centers in Connecticut
ordered closed last year by the Base
Realignment and Closing Commission.

Congress has yet to release the money to
shut those bases, and the funds aren’t
expected until October 2009, said Lambert,
public affairs supervisor of the 94th
Regional Readiness Command.

The Middletown facility is home to the
1205th Transportation Railway Operating
Battalion. Some of its members are
deployed in Iraq. The unit’s mission would
have to be complete before the base is shut,
even if the money is in hand, Lambert said.

And if the Army goes ahead with plans for a
new regional reserve center in the
Middletown area, that building would have
to be built before the Mile Lane
maintenance depot is shut.

Lastly, another federal agency would have
the first shot at the land before it became
available to the city.

City officials, who want the higher, drier
ground offered by the Mile Lane property,
see one possible way to get access to the
land sooner.

_How about a portion of the property? City
Planner William Warner said Monday.
_Only about 2 acres was really being used.
Does the army need 42 acres there?

That’s the card being played by Washington,
D.C., lobbyist David Giordano, whose firm
is on retainer with the city.
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_P’ve started conversations with the staffs of
our congressional folks, and they’ll start

conversations with the Pentagon, Giordano,
of Hartford-based Panuzio & Giordano, said

Monday.

_What’s on our side is there might not be a
whole lot of environmental cleanup work
needed. But the chances of it happening fast
are still not good, Giordano said.

Giordano has been asked to see whether the
city can get permission to do an
environmental survey of the property.

If Lambert’s time frame is correct, the city
would pursue the federal land as a place to
develop athletic fields after the high school
is complete in 2008, Mayor Sebastian
Giuliano said Monday.

He said last week that city parents, eager for
a replacement to crowded Middletown High
School on Hunting Hill Avenue, might be
willing to wait a year or so for the Mile Lane
site.

_But we can’t wait too long, because the
solutions we’re looking for from the new
high school would slip away, Giuliano
said.

When the high school is built, Woodrow
Wilson Middle School will be demolished
and the current Middletown High will
become the new middle school. A new high
school football stadium would be built
where Wilson now stands.

The federal land _is still a piece of property
the city should be very interested in. We can
incorporate it into the high school campus
later,

Giuliano said.

Rantoul, Air Force Far Apart on Cleanup
Expenses.

The News-Gazette (Champaign-Urbana, IL)
(January 4): Al.

Tim Mitchell. 2006.

Village’s Efforts to Acquire Airport Run
into Snag

Rantoul * The village of Rantoul and the Air
Force are $80 million apart over the cost to
clean up the former Chanute Air Force Base.

In addition, it appears the village is back to
square one in its efforts to acquire
ownership of the Rantoul airport from the
federal government.

Rantoul Village Administrator David
Johnston told the village board Tuesday that
the Air Force has proposed allowing a
private firm take over the environmental
cleanup work on the former base for $50
million.

However, the cost could be as high as $130
million, according to International Risk
Group, the Littleton, Colo.-based company
hired by the village in October to negotiate
on behalf of the village. Those estimates
don’t include the cost to clean up the old
steam plant and White Hall.

Johnston said the Air Force’s proposal
underestimates the cleanup costs, does not
include liability costs and fails to include the
costs of managing the property.

_When the Air Force saw our estimate, it
put the brakes on it (negotiations)
immediately, Johnston said. The Air
Force never thought it would cost so much
to do the environmental cleanup work.

Johnston said the negotiations have been
complicated because of changes in the
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personnel making decisions for the Air
Force.

William Harris, environmental coordinator
for the Chanute Air Force Real Property
Agency, left Rantoul in November to take
another position at the former McClellan Air
Force Base in McClellan, Calif.

Harris had launched a $20 million program
to complete capping Chanute’s landfills,
restricted fishing at Salt Fork Creek after his
staff detected elevated amounts of
polyaromatic hydrocarbons in the water,
worked with the village to repair some holes
that developed near the east-west runway
after some storm drainage tiles collapsed,
began testing of soil beneath several former
Chanute buildings and temporarily closed
the Rantoul airport while work crews looked
for munitions near the north-south runway.
A successor to Harris has not yet been
named, and a Chanute Air Force Base
Restoration Advisory Board meeting
scheduled for November was canceled.

With the Department of Defense beginning a
new round of base closures, Johnston said
Air Force leaders have changed their
philosophy on base closure.

__The Air Force has learned that the
traditional ways of closing a military base
are not working, Johnston said.

The village had been planning on taking
over ownership of the 630-acre Rantoul
airport, but Johnston said that property
remains in the federal government’s hands
for the foreseeable future.

Johnston said the village had been working
with the Federal Aviation Administration to
sponsor the village’s acquisition of the
airport property and to help Rantoul get
grants to further develop the airport.

_But the FAA suddenly got some new
middle managers, and the new management
said it doesn’t want to get involved with
Chanute, Johnston said. The
environmental issues have become a hot
potato for them. According to the FAA, the
Air Force caused these problems, so the Air
Force should clean it up.

Meanwhile, the village plans to proceed
with plans to demolish three substandard
buildings on the south side of the former
base.

Johnston said that on Dec. 22 Rantoul
received proposals from eight firms
interested in taking down three buildings
near the intersection of Century Boulevard
and Chandler Road.

Village officials have wanted to tear down
the old Chanute bakery building, the former
Splat Tactics paintball building and the
former Pallet Concepts building since
October, when staff learned the buildings
contain asbestos and lead-based paint.

At that time, Rantoul Aviation and
Economic Development Director Reed
Berger asked the Air Force for some
$500,000 in assistance to demolish the
buildings, but the Pentagon turned down the
request, citing lack of funding.

The Air Force still holds the deeds for the
property, but it has proposed turning over
the site to the village. Since then, the village
has learned about possible contamination to
groundwater beneath the three old
structures, as well as asbestos and lead-
based paint. The basements are all flooded.

Berger told the Economic Development
Commission last year that he would like to
convert the area into a business air park,
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which is an industrial park located around
one or more airport runways.

Last year the village board recommended
using money from Rantoul’s tax increment
financing district to pay for the demolition
work, as well as improvements to Smith
Hall, a former Chanute building being
developed as a business center.

e ok ok ok ok ok ok

Hope edition, Pt I

. Navy Will Boost Pacific Presence.
Associated Press Newswires (February 3,
17:49). Audrey McAvoy. 2006

No Word on Aircraft Carrier

Honolulu (AP) * The Pentagon(1s latest
strategy paper said Friday the Navy will
boost its presence in the Pacific. But the
report does not say whether the military
would base an aircraft carrier in Hawaii or
Guam.

The Pentagon has been mulling moving an
aircraft carrier to either of the two Pacific
locations to place more sailors closer to
potential trouble spots in Asia.

The Quadrennial Defense Review, the
Pentagon’s latest strategy paper, only says
that the Navy plans to adjust its force
posture and basing to meet its plans for a
greater presence in the Pacific.

Sen. Daniel Inouye, D-Hawaii, said he
would continue to push for bringing one of
the warships to the islands.

It remains under consideration, Inouye said
in a statement. The United States faces many

challenges in the Asia-Pacific region, and 1
remain convinced that having a carrier based
in Hawaii will be crucial for our national
security.

The report avoids mentioning specifics
about aircraft carrier basing, saying only that
the Navy plans to have at least six
operationally available and sustainable
carriers in the region.

The Navy currently bases five aircraft
carriers in the Pacific: two in San Diego,
two in Washington state, and one in Japan.

It bases seven of the ships on the East Coast,
including six in Norfolk, Va.

and one in Mayport, Fla. One of the carriers
based in Norfolk will move to Japan in two
years when the Navy sends the USS George
Washington to Yokosuka Naval Base to
replace the USS Kitty Hawk, which is being
retired.

The Quadrennial Defense Review also says
that the Navy plans to have 60 percent of its
submarines in the Pacific, but does not say
where the submarines would be based.

The report says the shift would be in line
with the global shift of trade and transport.

Gene Rector. 2006. Defense Review
Includes Changes to Impact Robins.
Macon

(GA) Telegraph (February 3).

The Defense Department says its
Quadrennial Defense Review, scheduled for
formal release to Congress on Monday, will
incorporate * and in some cases accelerate *
changes building since the 9/11 attacks and
refocus the department on what it describes
as the long war.
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The Telegraph obtained a copy of the report
late Friday and the 100-plus-page document
outlines a number of initiatives that will
directly impact the Air Force and Robins Air
Force Base. The overriding principles
emphasized in the report include:

A shift from static defense, garrison forces
to mobile, expeditionary operations.

A shift from major conventional combat
operations to multiple irregular, asymmetric
operations.

A shift from emphasis on ships, guns, tanks
and planes to information technology,
knowledge and timely, actionable
intelligence.

End Pt 1

Navy Sees Big Bucks in Selling Closed
Military Bases to Developers. Associated
Press Newswires February 5, 2006.
Gillian Flaccus.

[rvine, Calif. (AP) * With nearly two dozen
major bases preparing to close around the
country, the military and private developers
say the sale of a shuttered Marine station for
nearly $650 million could be a blueprint for
redevelopment in suburban hotspots.

The private auction of El Toro Marine Air
Base in fast-growing Orange County last
vear set a Department of Defense sales
record when it became the fourth major
property sold directly to developers by the
Navy for a total of more than $1 billion.

While all those sales involved California
properties, the latest round of base closures
includes nearly a half-dozen military
installations in other crowded commuter
markets near such places as Atlanta, New

York and coastal Virginia * and developers
are interested.

At Fort Monmouth in central New Jersey,
the Army has made no decision on how to
dispose of the 1,100 acres at the base, which
is scheduled to close by 2011, said
spokesman Tim Rider.

The Army will deal with a local
redevelopment agency once it is formed,
Rider said. State and local officials have not
agreed on membership of the agency.

Fort Monmouth is among 22 major military
bases on track to close within six years, and
another 33 will be reconfigured, following a
final decision by the Base Realignment and

Closure Commission late last year.

The money would be a windfall for the
military, which in the past disposed of most
of its bases by transferring the property to
local * and often inexperienced *
redevelopment agencies for little or no
money.

The new strategy gets the property out of the
Department of Defense’s hands much, much
faster than if you went through the other
routes that we've taken before, said Harry
Kelso, whose company Base Closures LLC
helps developers navigate the complex
market of base real estate.

If you wait on the government to do it, it’s
going to take a lot more time,[] he said.

Cities and counties aren’t[Jt necessarily
upset about the direct-to-developers
approach. Local officials say bases could be
reused more quickly and efficiently under a
profit-driven private developer.

In some cases, savvy communities can use
zoning and other statutes to keep long-term
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control of redevelopment and even establish
future revenue sources through retail and
other uses.

In Irvine, for example, city planners gave
zoning concessions to developer Lennar
Corp. in exchange for $400 million in cash
and bonds and 1,300 acres of land. The city
now plans a huge, much-needed park on the
open land as Lennar develops 2,700 acres.

The Navy has made no secret of its desire to
seek fair market value for base land in at
least two other prime locations: the 9,000-
acre Roosevelt Roads Naval Station in
Puerto Rico and the 5,200-acre Concord
Naval Weapons Station in the San Francisco
Bay area.

Other branches of the military havent said
publicly that they plan to pursue public
auctions. But developers and experts
familiar with base closures say all military
branches are looking at fair market value
sales following the Navy’s success.

The change stems, in part, from a shift in
philosophy by the federal government after
the last round of closures in the mid-1990s,
said Tim Ford, executive director of the
Washington, D.C.-based Association of
Defense Communities.

Previously, it had been focusing on doing
whatever we can do to help this community
recover, he said. But the Bush
administration started to think about it as,
How much can we get for the Department of
Defense and how much can we get from the
land?

For the Navy, the answer has been a lot.
Since 2003, it has collected more than $1

billion from deals involving four properties.
Before that, total sales for shuttered Navy

property amounted to just $40 million, said
B.J. Penn, assistant secretary of the Navy for
installations and environment.

Along with El Toro, which closed in 1999,
the sales included portions of the Marine
Corps Air Station in Tustin, a former naval
hospital near San Francisco and former
naval housing in San Pedro, south of Los
Angeles.

This was a very successful method for the
Navy. We were extremely fortunate, Penn
said. But it’s location, location, location.

Developers echo that mantra and caution
that high-priced sales for soon-to-be-closed
bases might not be feasible outside suburban
New York, Atlanta, Virginia and California.
In California, a frenzied real estate market
has produced median home prices that hover
around a half-million dollars in some areas.

Developer’s interest can be tempered,
however, by zoning laws, pollution and
federally designated historic sites on the
property. One of Kelso’s clients was
interested in Fort Monroe, a U.S. Army base
on the Chesapeake Bay in Virginia * until
the developer learned that a 1979 estimate
showed $635 million in environmental
cleanup in one corner of the base alone.

It’s a matter of knowing what you’re going
to get so you’re not left holding the bag,
Kelso said. Developers need to adopt the
approach that I have, which is to know more
about that military base than the military
does.

In Concord, city officials are holding out
hope for a public sale that could transform
their community. The Navy, for its part,
hasn't made a final decision but is looking
closely at the possibility of an auction.
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Estimates of the land’s worth have ranged
from $500 million to $1 billion, said Jim
Forsberg, city planning director.

It’s the issue that overwhelms all other
issues in Concord right now, he said. For us,
this is enormous. This is something thatUs
really valuable for the region.

Liz Sidoti. 2006. National Guard Plan
Proves a Tough Sell. Associated Press
Newswires (February 4, 22:21).

Washington (AP) * A Pentagon plan to
restructure the Army National Guard has
sparked bipartisan outcries in Congress even
before President Bush[Js formal proposal,
showing the clout of a force that draws
members from communities across America.

Lawmaker’s pre-emptive objections also
point out the hurdles facing the
administration as it seeks to persuade
Congress to accept any defense changes that
might hurt people back home.

Bush will ask Congress on Monday to give
the Pentagon $439.3 billion, excluding the
costs of fighting wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan, for the budget year that begins
Oct. 1. The plan will include about $5.25
billion to pay for the current numbers of
Army National Guard forces, but not the
higher level that Congress has authorized
and lawmakers say is needed in wartime.

Additionally, the Pentagon wants to shift
some Guard brigades from combat roles to
support units.

I don’t see how in the world the Guard
meets its mission, said Rep. Robin Hayes,
R-N.C. Added Rep. John Murtha, D-Pa.:
You can mark my words. They’re not going
to cut the National Guard.

His point is that lawmakers will not allow it,
even though Congress is controlled by
BushUs own Republican Party.

In fact, a bipartisan group of 75 senators
said in a letter Thursday to the president that
they strongly oppose these proposals.

From the Capitol to statehouses,
Republicans and Democrats are making the
argument that the country’s ability to defend
itself would suffer under the Pentagon’s
plan, given reservist’s major roles in Iraq
and hurricane recovery.

The restructuring also will run into this
political reality: Lawmakers are fiercely
protective of citizen-soldier units that bring
jobs and pride to their hometowns.

Fights over other Pentagon proposals are
brewing and could prove a tough sell for
Bush, especially because budget pressures
from the wars, hurricane recovery and
federal deficits are forcing even the military
to live with smaller spending increases than
it might like.

Lawmakers from the Northeast * home to a
chunk of the shipbuilding industry
* are sure to argue that the Navy must build

more vessels than planned to ensure
continued U.S. domination of the seas.

Ohio, Massachusetts and Indiana lawmakers
are lobbying to retain money for an
alternative engine for the Joint Strike
Fighter, a next-generation combat plane.
Scrapping the program, as the Pentagon
wants, would affect plants in those states.

Additionally, lawmakers in North Dakota,
Montana and Wyoming are expected to fight
Pentagon plans to reduce the U.S. nuclear
missile stockpile by 10 percent, starting in
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2007. The countryJs 500 Minuteman III
missiles are at bases in those states.

It is the Guard proposal that has caused the
most political consternation so far.

The Pentagon wants to pay for about
333,000 citizen soldiers * the current total *
rather than the 350,000 that Congress has
authorized. The Army Reserve force of
188,000 would be paid for instead of the
205,000 benchmark approved by Congress.

In addition, six of the 34 current Guard
combat brigades would take on support
roles.

Military officials say the changes will result
in a more capable Army. Those assurances
have not swayed lawmakers.

Similar opposition arose when Defense
Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld proposed
during the 2005 round of military base
closures to restructure the Air National
Guard * and leave many units without
planes.

Rep. Bill Young, chairman of the House
Appropriations Committee( s defense panel,
said he wanted the Army to explain the
Guard proposal.

Governors will not be happy with this at all,
said Young, R-Fla.

Governors control Guard units unless the
president mobilizes them for federal duty.
Bush did that after the attacks of Sept. 11,
2001; since then, the Guard has played a
large role in Iraq.

The National Governors Association wrote
Bush on Friday opposing any plans to
reduce Guard forces. The state leaders said
the Guard is a cost-effective, capable

combat force in the war on terror and an
essential state partner in responding to
domestic disasters and emergencies.

For now, Rep. John McHugh, chairman of
the House Armed Services Committee’s
military personnel panel, is withholding
judgment. I promised we’d listen,

said McHugh, R-N.Y.

The Senate has taken a more forceful
approach.

Sens. Ben Nelson, D-Neb., and Lindsey
Graham, R-S.C., members of the Senate
Armed Services Committee, sponsored
legislation calling for the Pentagon to
consult with Congress and governors on any
proposed changes to the Guard force and
structure.

As of Friday, 54 lawmakers had signed on,
including Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist,
R-Tenn., and Minority Leader Harry Reid,
D-Nev.

The sponsors expected the Senate to approve
the resolution before the president released
his budget on Monday. But Frist did not call
it up for a vote that could have embarrassed
the administration.

Unattributed. 2006. House Panel OKs a
Resolution to Add Reagan to HAFB.
Deseret (UT) Morning News (February 4):
B4.

A House committee Friday approved a
resolution that would add the name of the
late President Ronald Reagan to Hill Air
Force Base.

D10m somewhat flattered that (bill sponsor
LaVar Christensen, R-Draper,) would pick
Hill Air Force Base,[] said Rep. Stuart
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Adams, R-Layton, whose district includes
part of the base. (THill Air Force Base has
been an icon for northern Utah for many
years.[]

The resolution couldn[Jt actually change the
name of the base, but it urges Congress to do
so, since Hill is federal property.

Some members of the committee said they
felt uneasy about the change because
Reagan wasn't a Utahn.

OIf you were from California, it would be
appropriate,[) Rep. Larry Wiley, D-West
Valley, said. 01 have a hard time changing it
to Reagan Hill Air Force Base when he
didn’tJt come from here. ]

Christensen said he would like to change the
base(]s name to bring added prominence
and permanence. Hill has been on a
Pentagon list of potential base closings in
recent years.

[JThis is a proposed enhancement, not a
proposed replacement, ] Christensen said.

R. Patrick Corbett. 2006. Union to Host
Job Fair for DFAS Applicants.
Observer-Dispatch Utica, NY February 3,
2006

Rome * The union representing 380
employees at the local Defense Finance and
Accounting Service office will host job fairs
the next two Saturdays for people who want
to apply for jobs that will be added there this
year.

Local 210 of the American Federation of
Government Employees will host
informational sessions from 10 a.m. to noon
and 1 to 3 p.m. each Saturday in the meeting

room at the accounting service office at 325
Brooks Road.

Volunteers from DFAS will talk about what
we do and the benefits and the advantages of
working here, said Ed Abounader, president
of Local 210. We

11 show them how to get online and how to
put in their resumes.

The federal Base Realignment and Closure
Commission ordered the Defense
Department last fall to add about 620 jobs
by 2008 at the federal facility in the Griffiss
Business and Technology Park.

They’re going to hire approximately 280
(employees) this year, Abounader said. Most
of the initial jobs will be entry-level
accounting technicians, he said.

No job applications will be accepted at the
job fairs, he said. Applications and resumes
are submitted on the account service s Web
site, www.dod.mil/dfas/ careers.html.

These are great entry level jobs for young
people who want to stay in the area,(] he
said.

Under the federal order, the Rome office
will be one of five Defense Finance and
Accounting Service centers in the country
after the reorganization is complete.

If You Go

Local 210 of the American Federation of
Government Employees will host job fairs
from 10 a.m. to noon and 1 to 3 p.m. the
next two Saturdays in the meeting room at
the Defense Finance and Accounting
Service center in the Griffiss Business and
Technology Park, 325 Brooks Road, Rome.
Volunteers from the local center will explain
their jobs and show potential applicant how
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to submit their resumes online. No job
applications will be accepted at the job fairs,
he said. For information on the available
jobs or to submit applications and resumes,
visit www.dod.mil/dfas/careers.html.

Harry Minium. 2006. State to stick with
process determined by lawmakers. The
Virginian-Pilot (Norfolk, VA) (February 2).

The state will not go beyond measures
already approved by the General Assembly
to preserve Oceana Naval Air Station, Sen.
Kenneth W. Stolle, R.

Virginia Beach, said.

Stolle sponsored the legislation that
unanimously passed the Senate and said that
there would be no changes, despite concerns
recently raised by the Pentagon that the city
and state had not done enough to deal with
encroachment around the base.

JI don(t care what the IG says about it,(J
Stolle said of the Department of Defense
Office of Inspector General, which is
reviewing Virginia Beach(s efforts to deal
with growth around Oceana.

[JWeUre not going to do more.[]

Stolle was responding to a letter from
Deputy Defense Secretary Gordon L.
England to Sen. John W. Warner expressing
[Jconcerns(] that Virginia Beach and the
state are not doing enough to address the
demands made by a federal base-closing
commission.

England noted in his letter that the city was
told Oceana would lose its jets unless the
city committed to [Jcondemn and purchase
all the incompatible use property[] located
within high-risk crash zones. Beach officials
have refused to oust residents.

Stolle and Del. Terrie L. Suit, R-Virginia
Beach, have sponsored nearly identical bills
dealing with development around Oceana
and the Fentress Naval Auxiliary Landing
Field in Chesapeake. The bills give the cities
of Virginia Beach and Chesapeake limited
ability to condemn property, but only if a
property owner requests it.

The state and Virginia Beach also have
agreed to spend $15 million per year to
control growth, with each to appropriate
$7.5 million.

Suit said she thinks England is misinformed.

ORight now people are reacting to bits and
pieces of information,[] Suit said.

Secretary England’s letter is a very
premature response to an incomplete set of
data, she said. Not all of the information is
out there, nor will it be out there until we're
done putting the whole program together.

Suit said she is nonetheless worried about
England’s letter.

It concerns me that he’s already prejudging
something that he doesn’t have all of the
information about, she said.

Suit’s bill, HB975, passed the House of
Delegates 98-1 on Wednesday. Del.

Johnny S. Joannou, D-Portsmouth, who
objected to the condemnation provision, cast
the only negative vote.

Stolle’s bill, SB565, passed the Senate 38-0
last week.

A meeting scheduled for today between

Warner’s staff and representatives of the
inspector general has been postponed. It
likely will be rescheduled next week.
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Staff writers Dale Eisman and Deirdre
Fernandes contributed to this report.

Reach Harry Minium at (757) 446-2371 or
harry.minium@pilotonline.com.

Base-Closing Panel Wants More Time,
Money
Jan 27th - 5:36am

By LIZ SIDOTTI Associated Press Writer
WASHINGTON (AP) - The commission
that recently helped decide which U.S.
military bases to shutter wants another year
of life _and $1.2 million in taxpayers'
money _ to study a plan that may streamline
the process of closing those facilities.

The nine-member commission is supposed
to go out of business in April. But according
to documents obtained by The Associated
Press, it is proposing to spend an extra year
investigating whether Congress should
create a new public body that would oversee
the closings.

Under current law, the Pentagon is in charge
of shutting bases, a task it has performed in
the four previous reorganizations of the
military's domestic base network. The
commission would examine whether a new
public corporation and a foundation should
take over the job.

Last fall, the commission called for shutting
22 major military bases and reconfiguring
another 33, while closing, shrinking or
expanding hundreds of smaller facilities
across the country. President Bush and
Congress signed off on the changes, which
the Pentagon now has six years to
implement.

Charles Battaglia, commission executive
director, said the commission is suggesting
that "a very small" number of staffers

remain _ no more than 15 compared with
roughly 126 at its peak.

He said the proposal has received "mixed
reviews" at the Pentagon and added that it
doesn't imply that the Defense Department's
current process for closing facilities is
impaired.

"The question is can we improve it,"
Battaglia said.

Glenn Flood, a Defense Department
spokesman, declined to comment beyond
saying that adopting such a proposal "would
be up to Congress."

Commissioners plan to meet with
lawmakers over the next few weeks to gauge
support.

Lawmakers may be wary of any fresh base-
closing legislation.

Many of them considered the 2005 round of
closures the first effort in a decade to save
money by closing unneeded facilities _
excruciatingly painful because of the large
number of bases facing changes.

Even some commissioners aren't convinced
a corporation or foundation is the way to
improve how the Pentagon gets rid of
unneeded bases.

"Do [ think it's worth looking at? Yes. Am I
convinced it's the best idea? I don't know
that yet," Commissioner Philip Coyle said.
Some say having a separate body managing
the real estate transactions may eliminate
some of the bureaucratic red tape
communities and private developers go
through after a facility is targeted for
closure.

The plan says establishing a corporation
would allow the Pentagon to "fully dedicate
its resources to national defense rather than
to the management, sale and transfer” of
targeted properties.

A corporation, the proposal says, also "will
provide 'one-stop-shopping' for local
redevelopment authorities, state government
entities and private developers, and support
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broad-based community development,
economic growth and job creation.”

The proposal also calls for a foundation that
would have grant-making authority to pay
for environmental cleanups on military
properties and enter private-public
partnerships to create habitats.

DAILY BRIEFING January 19, 2006
Base-closing recommendations influenced
by technology advances

By Daniel Pulliam

dpulliam@govexec.com

Advances in information technology
influenced the 2005 Base Realignment and
Closure Commission's recommendations to
close 22 major military facilities and realign
another 33, said Anthony Principi, the
chairman of the panel, on Thursday.

The base-closing process is creating both
opportunities and challenges for the IT
community, Principi said in a speech at a
conference hosted by the Information
Technology Association of America, an
Arlington, Va.-based trade group.

"Vast leaps in information technology in the
areas of intelligence, surveillance, command
and control as well as precise kinetic and
nonkinetic weapons systems are
dramatically reshaping warfare," Principi
said. "That in turn served as the basis for
resizing our military infrastructure.”

Kinetic weapons, which are for the most part
in the developmental stage, rely on high
velocities to destroy the intended target.
The Air Force, for example, is built around
industrial-age military concepts, and that
structure must be updated for information-
age warfare, Principi said.

"My challenge as chairman of the 2005
BRAC Commission was to ensure that I and
the members of the commission understood
the role IT played in the transformation
strategy that served as the foundation of the

Defense Department's base closure and
realignment proposals,” Principi said.

He acknowledged the BRAC process was
agonizing for some, but said he believes it
struck a good balance between "precipitous
action and counterproductive
procrastination.” He said decisions were
based on broad national concerns as opposed
to "limited parochial issues."

Negative reaction to the Defense
Department's proposals to relocate certain
Air National Guard aircraft was the result of
poor communication, according to Principi.
The commission modified those proposals
substantially.

"The Air Force complied with the statutory
requirement to inform the head of the
National Guard Bureau, but beyond that,
[they] developed their proposal internally,"
Principi said. "The Army's BRAC process
involved National Guard leaders at every
stage and every level ... and Army
recommendations were accepted without
change or controversy."

A final report from the commission
concluded that the Bush administration's
decision to shrink the nation's military
infrastructure was premature and that the
base-closing process should have waited
until the Quadrennial Defense Review -- due
in February -- is complete.

This document is located at
http://www.govexec.com/dailyfed/0106/011
906p1.htm

Elysa Batista. 2005. “Reserve Base Gets
Gift from the Feds.” The Miami (FL)
Herald (December 29): 3.

Homestead Air Reserve Base Received a
Much-Needed Christmas Present from the
Government — $600,000 For A Perimeter
Fence.
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Homestead Air Reserve Base received a
holiday gift when U.S. Rep. Ileana Ros-
Lehtinen’s office announced last week that
the base was awarded $600,000 through a
federal defense appropriations bill for a
perimeter fence.

“We are delighted and grateful that we
received this money from our elected
officials,” said Lt. Col. Thomas Davis of the
482nd Fighter Wing stationed at the base.
“She did quite well for our community.”

The new fence will enclose a new U.S.
Coast Guard facility on the property.

In May, Homestead Air Reserve Base
escaped the Pentagon’s hit list during the
last round of military base closings.

The base had already come close to being
shut down after Hurricane Andrew stormed
through in 1992, destroying most of it.

Davis said the fence is important and goes a
long way for the growth of the base, which
also houses active U.S. Army units, U.S.
Army Reserve units, U.S. Customs, Florida
National Guard, Florida Air National Guard
and the Coast Guard.

“It’s quite a busy place,” said Davis.

Debbie Zimmerman, Ros-Lehtinen’s district
chief of staff, said she was glad things were

coming along for the base during Christmas

time.

Other projects funded through the defense
bill include Miami Children’s Hospital
Pediatric Brian Tumor Institute and Florida
International University’s Bio/Nano Center.
Both will receive $1.5 million.

Brigid Schulte. 2005. “Arlington Aims to
Ease the Sting of BRAC Losses.” The
Washington Post (December 29, 2006

New Task Force to Help Businesses,
Residents

Arlington County has created a task force to
help elected leaders, businesses and
residents prepare for the impact the
recommendations of the federal Base
Realignment and Closure Commission
(BRAC) will have on the county.

The BRAC recommendations last summer
to downsize and consolidate military
installations will spirit nearly 20,000 jobs
away from the county and leave about 4
million square feet of office space empty.
The changes will be the equivalent of
closing four military bases.

“Arlington was the hardest-hit area in the
country,” said Terry Holzheimer, director of
the Arlington Economic Development
Commission. The military’s biggest moves,
however, won’t be made for another five or
six years. “That gives us time, if we’re
smart, to minimize the negative impacts.”

With that in mind, the Arlington County
board voted Dec. 14 to create a BRAC
Transition Task Force that would include
members of the Economic Development
Commission and outside experts. The group
will begin meeting next month and plans to
offer recommendations to county leaders in
June on how to make the best of the
impending changes.

“It’s an overwhelming task, but it’s not like
the sky is falling down,” said Marty
Almaquist, a commission member who will
lead the task force. “There is going to be a
move, there is going to be a change. We
don’t want to be naive and think, ‘Arlington
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is a perfect location, [so] let’s wait for new
companies to come in.” We want to be as
strategic, as scientific and as proactive as we
can be.”

The BRAC task force has identified four
areas of strategic focus:

* Redeveloping Crystal City.

* Retaining some of the area’s highly
educated workforce.

* Mitigating job losses and vacancies among
small businesses and in the hospitality
industry.

* Re-tenanting leased office space.

Crystal City was built in the 1960s, and
many of its buildings are 30 years old. Some
are considered class B, or less than prime
office space.

“The question is, do we want to look at the
physical redevelopment of Crystal City,
either new, more modern office buildings or
residential buildings?”” Holzheimer said.
“Can we create the kind of modern
streetscape that wasn’t envisioned 40 years
ago, with lively street use, interesting public
spaces, street-level retail and sidewalk
cafes?”

Until recently, Crystal City had an almost
post-nuclear feel with underground shops,
impenetrable high-rises and deserted-
looking streets.

Holzheimer wonders whether changes
would attract a different kind of tenant.

Cynthia Richmond, the Economic
Development Commission’s deputy director,
hopes they will.

“Can we start looking at drifting away from
Department of Defense-dependent tenants to
the private sector?” said Richmond, who is
spearheading work on the BRAC Task
Force. “It’s a real exciting way of looking at
things.”

To retain workforce, Richmond said, the
task force wants to help people whose jobs
are moving but who may not want to
relocate. Arlington leaders mounted a “Save
the Brains™ campaign while fighting BRAC
recommendations. As a result, some of the
science and defense research agencies will
stay in the county instead of moving to
Bethesda as the Department of Defense
proposed.

The task force will build on that theme.

“Some people who are supposed to be
relocated are very, very educated scientists
and specialists who have security clearances.
That’s the biggest shortage we have in the
workforce,” Holzheimer said. “Can we find
another government agency or defense
contractor or business to locate here and hire
such high-value individuals?”

The BRAC task force is already hearing
from small businesses and hospitality
industry officials who are concerned that the
vacancies and job losses may hurt their
businesses. To attract new tenants, and more
from the private sector, the task force is
talking about developing a recruitment and
marketing strategy to capitalize on
Arlington’s closeness to the District and the
Pentagon, its competitive office lease rates
and amenities such as the Metro, the
commuter rail and its “Smart Growth” urban
village concept of living near work.

“Arlington is a resilient community. We’ve
weathered these shocks before,”
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Holzheimer said. “If we do this strategically,
we may come out in a better place than if it
accidentally happens.”

Arlington has absorbed the loss of Navy and
Air Force agencies and their contractors and
has seen the U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office move to Alexandria and Gannett
relocate from Rossyln to Tysons Corner,
Holzheimer said.

Still, the federal presence in Arlington and
the potential damage from the loss of so
much of it could cause great economic harm.
Nearly half of the

40.5 million square feet of office space in
Arlington is occupied by the federal
government. Federal outsourcing to the
private sector has been the primary source of
growth in the county’s economy in recent
years. The federal government owns 17
percent of all land in the county, and about
45,000 federal military and civilian
employees work in the county.

Robert G. Templin Jr., president of Northern
Virginia Community College, chaired a
BRAC working group for Northern Virginia
created by Gov. Mark R.

Warner (D). On Dec. 1, Templin’s group
submitted a report to Warner with
recommendations on managing the massive
changes planned for the region, given that
many military jobs will be leaving Arlington
and many arriving in Fairfax County and
other outer-suburb areas with military bases.

“Arlington represents the largest single
potential loss of military-related jobs of
anywhere in the United States under this
round of BRAC,” Templin said. “That
impact sometimes escaped the attention of
others because of the net gain of jobs overall
that Northern Virginia was going to receive.
To the casual observer, it looked, at worst,
like a wash.”

Templin’s working group recommended that
state leaders and the congressional
delegation work to secure federal funding
for transportation improvements to deal with
clogged roads in the outer suburbs and for
planning money and a designation of
Arlington as a preferred location for federal
functions.

“We saw the strategic role that Arlington
plays for the region,” Templin said. “The
loss of employment, if we don’t handle it
correctly, could be a loss that we’d be
decades in the process of trying to fix.
There’s no reason why that should be the
legacy of BRAC. . .. We need to take what
is a very strategic location and leverage it to
our advantage to find a new use that could
leave the region better off altogether. But
that’s not going to happen overnight, on its

”

OWIl.

Richmond, of the BRAC task force, hopes
that early action will mean a positive
outcome for Arlington.

“We’re hoping our message from this will
be that Arlington really is being proactive,”
Richmond said. “It’s not doomsday, though
there will be some trouble. But it’s still
going to be a really cool place to be.”

The Associated Press. 2005. “Grand Forks’
Fight to Keep Air Base Could Hit
$890K.” Associated Press Newswires
December 28, 2006

Grand Forks, N.D. (AP) — The cost of this
city’s fight to keep its Air Force base may

£0 up.

The City Council is mulling a $70,000
amendment to its base retention budget. If
approved, it would bring to $890,000 the
amount it cost the city to lobby for the base.
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Council President Hal Gershman said it’s a
lot of money, but not nearly as much as what
other military communities have spent
during the 2005 Base Closure and
Realignment round.

The council set aside $750,000 in 2003 for
the retention effort. The money was for
consultants and lobbyists who worked with
the Air Force and the Pentagon.

City leaders have justified spending so much
because of the impact the base has on the
local economy. In fiscal year 2004, the Air
Force said the base had an economic impact
of $379.7 million.

The Pentagon said it won’t close the base
but will transfer 2,290 military personnel
and most of the refueling tankers to other
bases by 2009. The base is slated to get
unmanned aerial vehicles but the military
has not said how many personnel will come
with them.

Unattributed. 2005. [1Panels Keep Public
Informed about Bases.[J The Miami (FL)
Herald (December 22): 9.

There s lots of interesting stuff going on
beyond the guard gate at Homestead Air

Reserve Base.

Theres a mission to fight drug trafficking
in Colombia, and a Coast Guard team that
went to New Orleans on a search-and-rescue
mission, and later provided security for
FEMA workers.

You would know about these things if you
were a member of the Military Affairs
Committee of either Chamber South or the
Greater Homestead/Florida City Chamber of
Commerce. These Mac’s serve as liaisons
between the business community and the

base, offering support and assistance in
recognition of the importance of the base to
the local economy, which is estimated by the
Air Force to be $190 million a year.

The MACs have become well-known in
Washington for their lobbying efforts, says
Mary Finlan, executive director of the
Homestead/Florida City Chamber. They
played an important role in getting the air
base reopened after Hurricane Andrew, and
in keeping it open during the governmentUs
initiative earlier this year to close some
bases around the country.

[1Without a doubt, the Military Affairs
Committee was the driving force in
reopening the base after Hurricane
Andrew, (] said Lt. Col. Thomas B. Davis,
public affairs chief of the 482nd Fighter
Wing.

The newest lobbying campaign is to expand
the current base exchange Omini-mart0 into
a full-service commissary. [1This will
reduce the grocery bill by 30 to 40 percent
for base employees,[0 Col. Dennis Daley,
mission support group commander, said in
his report at a recent Homestead/Florida
City MAC luncheon in a packed room at the
basel s All Ranks Club.

The luncheon audience was about half local
business people, half military officers. It(s
a place to exchange ideas and develop plans
to work together.

The business community got updates on
efforts to reduce base noise levels, plans for
a new base conference center and a progress
report on a $20 million runway renovation.

Business representatives reported on the
successful Veterans Day Parade, on a Obuy
a brick ] campaign to honor veterans and on
plans for a war memorial. A halt-dozen
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awards and plaques were handed out by
chamber members, accompanied by checks
and discounts from area businesses.

Davis said there are 2,482 people working at
the base 1,649 military, and 833 civilians.
This is far fewer than the 6,000 before
Hurricane Andrew, when it was an active
duty base instead of a reserve base, meaning
far fewer shoppers in area stores. But
there[]s a big silver lining, he said.

While most personnel assigned to an active
duty base live on the base, Davis said, there
is no permanent family housing now that it’s
areserve base.

So all those assigned to Homestead Air
Reserve Base live in the local community.
Davis said. *“They all buy or rent homes,
send their kids to local schools and attend
local churches within the South Florida area.

That’s a real advantage for the community
over active duty base, he said, “"where
hospitals, housing and schools are all within
the base and those monies stay in the active
duty base. So although our overall budget
may be less, our economic impact in the
community is greater. []

Finlan said the base has always provided an
excellent source of workers for the
community, as spouses take jobs off the
base. The devastation of Hurricane Andrew
was two-fold, she said. Not only did the base
personnel all leave when the base was
closed, taking away all that income from
local businesses, but the spouses all quit
their jobs to move away, leaving a huge hole
in the local workforce.

If you want more information about the
activities of the Military Affairs
Committees, call Mary Finlan at the
Homestead Florida City Chamber, 305-247-

2332, or Donna Masson at Chamber South,
305-661-1621.

Ed Gorin is president of Gorin
Communications, a public relations and
marketing firm. This column is about
business organizations and their networking
activities. Please send calendar notices in the
format as it appears above to
BizBuzz@bellsouth.net. Please send all
other business news to
biznotes@herald.com

Unattributed. 2005. Walter Reed Eyed for
Offices, Norton Says. The Washington Post
(December 22): B3.

Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-D.C.) said
her office was informed yesterday that the
federal government is interested in reserving
a part of the Walter Reed Army Medical
Center campus for federal offices after its
closure. '

A spokesman for the General Services
Administration said that there is not a
specific plan for the campus but that the
agency wanted to study the land for possible
needs. The agency has until Jan. 16 to
provide a more detailed plan to the
Department of Defense. A federal base
closing commission recommended this year
that the hospital be closed and its activities
moved to Bethesda. Congress approved the
recommendation.

The Associated Press. 2005. North
CarolinaJs Top News Stories. Associated
Press Newswires (December 22, 00:30).

Raleigh, N.C. (AP) The decision by
Virginia officials to limit development
around a Navy jet base probably won[Jt
influence what happens to a hotly disputed
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practice field the Navy wants to build in
eastern North Carolina, people on both sides
of a legal fight said Wednesday.

The city council in Virginia Beach voted
Tuesday to ban new development in
accident-prone zones near the runways at
Oceana Naval Air Station. The decision also
includes restrictions on existing
development close to the base and its
existing outlying landing field, or OLF.

A federal base-closing commission had
recommended the city condemn and buy
3,400 existing homes and businesses to give
Oceana a safety and noise buffer. The
commission has threatened to shutter or
scale down the base unless locals limited
development in the area.

That could decrease the need for a second
practice field.

But even if local elected leaders continue to
follow the recommendations of the Base
Closure and Realignment Commission, the
debate won’t end, said Chris Canfield,
executive director of Audubon North
Carolina a plaintiff in a federal lawsuit
against the Navy seeking to block the field.

The Navy wants to build the field for jets to
practice night carrier landings in the middle
of 30,000 acres in Washington and Beaufort
counties.

I still see a battle, Canfield said. The battle
really is about where any OLF should be.
The OLF doesn’t alleviate the encroachment
and noise problems for Oceana.

Navy spokesman Ted Brown also said that
the field and Oceana’s future aren’t directly
linked.

The Navy has a need for an OLF, Brown
said.

Diana Elias. 2005. US Military Returns to
Kuwaitis the Base That Was
Headquarters for Buildup to 2003 Iraq
Invasion. Associated Press Newswires
December 21, 2005

Kuwait City (AP) [ The U.S. military
handed back to the Kuwaitis on Wednesday
most of Canmp Doha, the camp that was its
main base after the 1991 Gulf War and
served as the headquarters for the buildup to
the invasion of Iraq.

Camp Doha, some 20 kilometers (12 miles)
west of Kuwait City, was the location for
command and control of the massive build-
up of forces that culminated in Operation
Iraqi Freedom, that toppled Saddam Hussein
in 2003.

Soldiers and equipment have been moved
from two-thirds of Camp Doha to the newer
and larger Camp Arifjan, south of the capital
that has become the main logistics base for
the American military here. The military
will vacate the rest next year.

It is hard to give up 2 million square feet
after you've been here for 15 years, said Lt.
Col. Scott Rubitsky, the camp’s commander.

We are happy to be able to reposition to
support our troops forward, but we are also a
little bit sad that we have to leave our home,
he said.

The camp, a complex of warehouses for a
private company, was leased by Kuwait’s
Ministry of Defense for American forces
after the 1991 Gulf War that liberated this
small oil-rich Gulf state from a seven-month
Iraqi occupation.
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Kuwait became a major ally of Washington
after the U.S.-led coalition fought the Gulf
war. Shortly after the war, the country
signed a defense pact with the U.S. that calls
for pre-positioning of weapons.

Some 10,000 U.S. troops are serving in
Kuwait, but the figure fluctuates as troops
rotate in and out of Iraq.

Lolita C. Baldor. 2005. Navy Shipbuilding
Payments for Katrina Losses Are
Questioned. Associated Press Newswires
December 21, 2005

Washington (AP) A Navy plan to pay Gulf
Coast shipbuilders about $1.7 billion for
losses related to damages and construction
delays from Hurricane Katrina may
overstate the actual costs and could dampen
efforts to collect insurance payments,
according to a Congressional report.

The nonpartisan Congressional Research
Service said Northrop Grumman may be
able to collect insurance claims for future
increased costs related to labor and
overhead. If the government pays now, the
report said, the company will have little
incentive to negotiate with insurers for those

payments.

The researchers said Northrop Grumman
may be covered for losses related to
disruption of work caused by the hurricane,
and suggested the company could collect for
increased labor costs on ship construction
that is a year or more down the road.

But officials from the Navy and Northrop
Grumman said Wednesday that there is no
overlap between the company’s insurance
claims and the Navy’s funding. And the
Navy has personnel at the shipyards

overseeing the recovery and monitoring the
costs, said Capt. Tom Van Leunen, a Navy
spokesman.

The nation is at war, Van Leunen said. The
Navy needs the new construction ships in
the affected shipyards as soon as feasible to
prosecute that war. Restoration of the Gulf
Coast shipbuilding infrastructure is vital to
the National Defense.

The funding is included in Congress $29
billion hurricane relief bill. Lawmakers also
expressed concerns about the funding,
adding language to the bill that requires
additional oversight by the Pentagon. It also
requires that the Defense Department, 30
days before spending the money, must
certify to Congress that the funds are for
legitimate costs related to the hurricane and
would not be paid by the insurer.

Northrop Grumman’s facilities in New
Orleans and Pascagoula, Miss., where 9
ships are under construction, were heavily
damaged in the hurricane. Two other Navy
ships were near completion at the time, and
both were turned over to the Navy and
moved out in recent weeks.

Navy Assistant Secretary John Young
initially requested $2.7 billion to restore the
shipyards, replace lost material and get
workers back on the job. The Pentagon later
asked for a total of $6.6 billion, including $2
billion for shipbuilding. Congress cut the
Defense Department funding back to about
$5.8 billion in the bill.

The congressional researchers took issue
with the Navy’s argument that the money is
needed immediately, and suggested the
government should wait for more accurate
cost estimates. Delaying the request, the
report said, could also allow insurance
negotiations to proceed.
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The report also said the Navy should have at
least considered shutting down the shipyards
for six months to a year for repairs. But that

suggestion was shot down by both the Navy
and the company.

Putting Gulf Coast businesses back to work,
including the largest employer in the states
of Mississippi and Louisiana, is an essential
step in putting the region and its citizen’s
lives back together, said Northrop Grumman
spokesman Dan McClain.

McClain said insurance claims will cover
repairs and cleanup at Northrop Grumman-
owned facilities, while the federal funds
would be used to cover damages to the
government-owned equipment as well as
additional contract costs caused by the
construction delays. Young estimated that at
least $132 million in damages was done to
the ships.

The congressional report also took issue
with the Pentagon’s plans to repair military
facilities that are slated for shutdown or
realignment under the base closing plan
approved earlier this year.

The Navy requested $58 million to build
new living quarters at Naval Station

Pascagoula, which is being closed. And the
Pentagon requested nearly $400 million for
family housing at bases where efforts are
under way to privatize housing construction.

Jon W. Glass. 2005. Beach Green lights
Oceana Plan. The Virginian-Pilot (Norfolk,
VA) (December 21, 2005

A unanimous City Council on Tuesday night
approved a wide-ranging package intended
to keep the jets flying at Oceana Naval Air
Station.

The vote capped four months of work to
satisfy the demands of the federal Defense
Base Realignment and Closure Commission,
which required Virginia Beach to halt and
roll back development around Oceana or
risk losing the jets.

Acknowledging that the plan was not
perfect, council members said it should
preserve the Navy’s mission at Oceana,
allow the city to grow economically and
protect the rights of home owners.

Getting to that point, they said, was painful
and divisive. They expressed hope that the
city can now begin to move forward.

Is it a perfect plan? No. But is it a better plan
than we were confronting two months ago?
Yes, Councilman Bob Dyer said. I look at
this as a launching point for the future.

Navy Capt. Patrick J. Lorge, Oceanas
commanding officer, told the council, We
applaud and support your efforts. Lorge said
the Navy is committed to strengthening and
maintaining this relationship.

Lorge did not address the city’s attempt to
comply with the BRAC demands. It is not
the Navy’s place to endorse or approve of
the plan, Lorge said after the meeting. He
noted that the Defense Departments
inspector general will review the city’s plan.

Council members rejected the BRAC
demand to condemn and buy all homes and
most businesses in Accident Potential Zone
1 around Oceana. That would have affected
about 3,400 homes and dozens of
businesses.

A key question now is whether the plan will
comply with the BRAC demands. The
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Defense Departments inspector general will
make that ruling by June.

It is unclear what the Defense Department
would do if the inspector general were to say
Virginia Beach is not in compliance.

Originally, the BRAC Commission said
Oceanas jets would be moved to a former
Navy base near Jacksonville, Fla., if
Virginia Beach did not comply. Since then,
Jacksonville has withdrawn its name.

The only contested part of the plan involved
compensation for property owners affected
by a ban on new homes and most new
businesses in APZ-1.

A handful of homeowners and business
owners in APZ-1 said the city’s
compensation plan overlooked them,
unfairly placing the burden of preserving
Oceana on their backs.

Several council members pledged to work
on the plan to ensure that all property
owners are compensated if they lose value in
their property. The main sticking point is
how to help homeowners who will lose the
ability to redevelop a single-family home
into a duplex in APZ-1 under the new
housing ban.

We understand and we appreciate that there
are some concerns that we have not been
able to satisfy up to this point, Vice Mayor
Louis R. Jones said. Were willing to
continue to listen and are willing to give
thought on how we can try to address the
concerns that have been put before us.

The plan, which takes effect immediately,
includes 18 rules and amendments, plus two
land acquisition plans. It covers about
30,000 acres, from the Oceanfront to the

suburban fringes, encompassing about
100,000 residents.

Major elements are:

* A new overlay district. It restricts the
development of new homes, apartments,
town houses, condominiums and hotels in
medium and high jet-noise zones.

The district covers prime sections of
Virginia Beach, including the resort and the
western half of the transition area, roughly
between Indian River and North Landing
roads, where developers envisioned building
$400,000 homes.

Homes can still be built there, but only if
there is no other use of the property that is
reasonable or deemed compatible by the
Navy.

In the transition area, the maximum housing
density would drop to one house per 5 acres,
down from one house per acre in the
medium-noise zone.

A revised resort area plan. This is not
directly related to BRAC, but city officials
rushed to adopt it after residents and
business owners raised concerns that the
overlay restrictions would hurt revitalization

of the Oceanfront.

The plan allows new hotels, while
acknowledging that the Navy views them as
incompatible in noise zones.

To create a year-round resort, the plan
encourages a mix of homes and shops. It
calls for increasing the housing density in
some sections. The goal is to cap the number
of new homes at 3,000 to 5,000 units,
compared with about 9,000 units that could
be built under existing rules.
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* A ban on new homes and most new
businesses in APZ-1.

Owners of existing homes could tear down
and rebuild, but they could not replace a
single-family house with a duplex. Business
owners could rebuild, but they could not add
more employees or more seats to
restaurants.

Only uses that the Navy deems compatible
mostly industrial and manufacturing would
be allowed.

* A plan to compensate some property
owners.

In APZ-1, the city would buy land under
three circumstances: vacant land zoned for
homes that now cannot be developed under
the new ban; developed commercial
property that would have limited uses; and
lots with single-family homes that could
have been redeveloped with duplexes before
the ban.

As a last resort to settle title claims or price
disputes the city could condemn
undeveloped land zoned for homes. Other
property purchases would be from willing
sellers.

The city also will create a program to buy
undeveloped land in the transition area.
About half of that area lies under the main
flight path between Oceana and its training
field in Chesapeake.

The BRAC Commission required the city
and state to spend at least $15 million a year
on property in APZ-1. The city’s plan,
however, counts purchases inside and
outside APZ-1 toward meeting the

Gov. Mark Warner has pledged that the state
will split the $15-million-a-year cost with
the city. Warners BRAC adviser, George
Foresman, said Gov.-elect Tim Kaine is
expected to support that agreement , which
requires General Assembly approval.

Reach Marisa Taylor at (757) 222-5108 or
marisa.taylor@pilotonline. com.

Reach Jon Glass at (757) 222-5119 or
jon.glass@pilotonline.com.

WHAT IT WILL DO

Restrict development in medium-and high-
noise zones. Restrict development in the
area between Oceana Naval Air Station and
Fentress Naval Auxiliary Landing Field in
Chesapeake. Buy land from willing sellers
in the area between the two Navy facilities.
Ban new homes and most new businesses in
Accident Potential Zone 1, the areas of
highest risk. Buy single-family homes from
willing sellers in the accident zone. This
would apply only to homes on land zoned
for duplexes. All existing uses in the zone
are grandfathered. Buy 60 acres of
undeveloped, residentially zoned land,
voluntarily, if possible, by condemnation, if
not. The city will seek state condemnation
powers for this. No involuntary rezonings in
noise zones. Increased density in some parts
of the Oceanfront resort.

WHAT’S NEXT
This month or January

Letter from the Navy about Oceana’s long-
range prospects.

condition. The plan does not say how many January through March
years Virginia Beach would have to
continue to spend that amount.
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Debate in Richmond over state funding and
condemnation power for Virginia Beach.

June

Letter from Defense Department inspector
general on whether Virginia Beach,
Chesapeake and the state complied with
BRAC’s demands.

Curt Woodward. 2005. End of the
Governor’s Race Tops List of Big Stories.
Associated Press Newswires (December 21,
2006).

Olympia, Wash. (AP) Breathtaking. Crazy.
Painful. Tortured.

Those were among the words with others
certainly not fit to print that aptly described
the saga of Washington’s historic governor’s
election.

The contest’s conclusion, which finally
came this summer after a Chelan County
judge rejected the Republican Party’s legal
challenge, tops The Associated Press list of
Washington news stories for 2005.

AP’s top Washington state editors ranked
the year’s leading stories after compiling a
list of contenders from a year’s worth of
notable headlines.

Political tales filled several other top slots,
with the recall of embattled Spokane Mayor
Jim West ranking second and voter’s
acceptance of a gas-tax increase amid record
pump prices placing third.

But the nation’s closest governor’s race
outdistanced all others, a year after the still-
undecided contest was named the top story
of 2004.

In its aftermath, Democratic Gov. Christine
Gregoire continued an ambitious agenda
focused on government accountability
ushering in what some have called the year
of the task forces.

Gregoire also sought to improve her
standing with voters, and she joined
Democratic lawmakers in celebrating the
defeat of Initiative 912, which would have
scrapped the Legislature(1s mammoth
transportation package by clipping its gas
tax.

Barely defeated GOP candidate Dino Rossi
also moved on, remaining as perhaps the
state party’s brightest star while managing to
largely stay out of the limelight.

He declined to challenge Democrat Maria
Cantwell for the U.S. Senate, didn’t take a
public position on the gas-tax measure and
released a book that delivered virtually
nothing about his feelings or thoughts during
the election.

Meanwhile, in the state’s second-largest
city, Mayor West’s unsightly departure from
City Hall began when the Spokesman-
Review newspaper published stories
accusing him of using the trappings of his
office to land dates with young men.

West, who called the stories a brutal outing,
denied doing anything illegal and fought to
retain his job, even as his health suffered
and supporters drifted away. Voters also
were not convinced, sending him packing by
a wide margin in a December recall.

The rest of the top 10, in order:
Voters reject [-912, which sought to

eliminate the 9.5-cent-per-gallon gas tax
increase passed by the Democrat-led
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Legislature to pay for a raft of road and
bridge construction projects.

Tacoma native Joseph E. Duncan III is
captured in an Idaho diner with a missing
girl and charged with murder. Authorities
allege Duncan, a convicted sex offender,
killed three people in a Coeur dJAlene
home to kidnap two young children for sex,
later killing a young boy in Montana.

A mild winter and an early drought
decimate business for Washington[s ski
areas.

In its ongoing race against European
nemesis Airbus, The Boeing Co. rebounds
with stacks of new orders for its 787 and
777 jets.

The price of a heavily delayed waste
treatment plant at the Hanford Nuclear
Reservation keeps ballooning, with a leaked
Army Corps of Engineers report saying the
cost could reach $10 billion.

The much-feared round of military base
closings leaves Washington state mostly
untouched, with some jobs trimmed and

administrative functions combined at the
Army(Js Fort Lewis and at McChord Air
Force Base.

In a surprising victory for
environmentalists, Puget Sound (s resident
orcas are listed as an endangered species,
giving them the highest level of federal
protection.

Plans for an expanded Seattle monorail
crumble in a fifth public vote, after the city’s
resident’s recoil from a new multi-billion-
dollar price tag.

Robert Salonga. 2005. Influx of Defense
Jobs Puts Onus on Localities. The
Baltimore (MD) Sun (December 21): 8G.

It was good news last month when Congress
officially approved plans to send thousands
of defense jobs to Maryland’s two largest
military installations, but before the
economic boost is toted up, the adjacent
communities must find a way to build and
pay for infrastructure expansions.

Anne Arundel County’s Fort Meade and
Aberdeen Proving Ground in Harford
County are fast-tracking preparations for an
estimated total job increase of 7,500, the
growth resulting from base closures in
surrounding states.

Under the Defense Department’s base plan,
the changes additions of about 5,300
military personnel at Fort Meade and 2,200
at Aberdeen must be initiated within two
years and completed within six. The first
deadline is no problem, but six years is a
relative sprint considering what is needed to
handle the additional thousands in families,
businesses and contractors expected to
follow the relocated workers.

The communities anticipated expansion
when the latest round of the Base
Realignment and Closure process began this
year. Both bases were reasonably safe from
major losses because Fort Meade is adjacent
to the National Security Agency and
Aberdeen Proving Ground is a straight drive
on the interstate from Washington.

Obtaining funding is the foremost, but least
certain, task in the early planning stages.
The federal government has the biggest pot
of money available for the expansions, so
municipalities are aiming their best pitches
there to ensure minimal impact on state and
county coffers.
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[ The demand on the federal dollar is pretty
significant,[J said J. Thomas Sadowski,
director of the Harford County Office of
Economic Development. [1That means we
have to show how welre doing things in the
most quick and efficient manner.[)

The state can reasonably expect a good
return on whatever costs it ends up
shouldering: Fort Meade and NSA, together
the largest employer in Maryland, contribute
$4 billion annually to the state economy, and
local officials estimate a $1 billion boost in
that figure when the expansion is complete.

APG is estimated to produce nearly $2
billion annually.

At Fort Meade, Route 175, which runs along
the post[ls eastern border, is a target for
expansion. This fall, the states
congressional delegation secured $12.5
million to widen the road that will become
an even more important artery into the
growing installation. The estimated $100
million road project includes noise barriers
around the base perimeter.

Also in the area, developers are constructing
at least 37 new residential areas with 10 or
more housing units. Odenton Town Center,
a 1,600-acre site, is a mix of retail and
residential developments under way that
locals hope will help the area handle an
growing number of services for the expected
population influx.

On the work force front, community
advocates are brainstorming incentives,
from schools to jobs, to encourage reluctant
workers to move from states such as
Virginia and New Jersey. There is talk of
establishing a homeland security curriculum
at local middle and high schools along with

programs aimed at accommodating spousal
employment needs.

Robert Salonga writes for Capital News
Service.

Unattributed. 2005. House Passes Bill to
Return Naval Station Ingleside to Local
Community. US Fed News (December 19).

Washington, Dec. 19 Rep. Solomon P.
Ortiz, D-Texas (27th CD), issued the
following press release:

In an extraordinary victory in a spending
bill, Rep. Solomon P. Ortiz announced today
that the Defense Appropriations Bill, the
final, annual spending bill that funds part of
the U.S. military spending, contains
language that requires the Department of
Defense to return Naval Station Ingleside
(NSI) and Naval Station Pascagoula (MS) to
their respective communities at no cost.
Without that language, the Port of Corpus
Christi, which is slated to receive NSI,
would have had to pay millions of dollars
for the property, possibly hundreds of
millions of dollars.

This is the best news we have gotten since
the BRAC commission closed NSI, said
Ortiz who spent a great deal of time, energy
and political capital to get this language in
the final version of the spending bill.
Requiring the local taxpayers to reimburse
the government for the base property was
adding insult to injury. I began in
September, right after the BRAC decision,
with legislative language that we could
incorporate in a bill passing Congress. This
is an early Christmas present for South
Texas taxpayers.[]

Ortiz introduced legislation
http://www.house.gov/ortiz/releases/pr_092
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505.html in September to relieve the local
community of the responsibility, laid out in
the deed between the Navy and the Port of
Corpus Christi, of paying the cost of the
improvements to the NSI property to the
department of defense. The passage of the
language was always in great doubt, so the
ability of Ortiz and Senator Hutchison (who
handled the matter on the Senate side), was
a rare and enormous legislative feat.

The Department of Defense Appropriations
bill was passed by the House early this
morning. The bill now awaits final approval
by the Senate after which it will be sent to
the President for his signature.

Cathy Travis, 202/225-7742.

Peter Johnson. 2005. Public Discussion of
MAFB Corridor on Tap. Great Falls (MT)
Tribune (December 16): 8S.

City Manager John Lawton plans to call for
a broad public discussion in the next several
weeks about how development in
southeastern Great Falls could affect efforts
to land a flying mission for Malmstrom Air
Force Base.

Lawton said Wednesday he doesn’t have a
date in mind yet, but the meeting will
include all the major players the city,
county, property owners and base supporters
as well as the public.

Cascade County Commissioner Joe Briggs
said he would welcome such a meeting, and
suggested it take place early next year after
Mayor-elect Dona Stebbins takes office.

The county earlier considered zoning to
restrict development of property that falls
under the Accident Potential Zone from KC-
135 tankers, the basels last flying mission.

The county dropped the idea when the city
wasn't interested, Briggs said.

We tried to get a community discussion
going months ago, he added. I'm glad now
it’s on the city’s list of things to do. I'm
looking forward to the meeting.

Several Malmstrom supporters said recently
that too much growth near the base could
hurt chances of getting the base runway,
closed in 1996, reopened for a new flying
mission.

Lawton, Mayor Randy Gray and City
Planning Director Ben Rangel met this week
with Col. Everett Thomas, Malmstrom
commander, to clarify how the base feels
about development that might encroach on
the facility.

Thomas told the city officials the Air Force
cannot comment on potential city growth or
Air Force missions, Lawton said.

The base commander said there still is a
crash zone in place at the end of the runway
for Malmstrom helicopters. The base has
protective easements from landowners in
that zone.

But the full Accident Potential Zone for
Malmstrom’s previous flying mission is no
longer in effect because the runway is
closed, Thomas said.

[1Our discussions with Col. Thomas
didn’tJt really resolve anything, ] Lawton
said. [1t just showed us that we as a
community have to address the issue.

[:Do we want to keep all our options open
for the potential runway opening and flying
missions at the base, or do we want to allow
developments to go through?(
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Potential middle ground might involve the
city purchasing development rights or
easements on property within potential
accident potential zones, he said.

Wal-Mart is planning a large store at the
corner of 10th Avenue South and 57th
Street. It would be outside the Accident
Potential Zone.

The developers also asked to annex property
just to the east, but have not said why. The
extreme east corner of that property would
be in the impact zone.

Briggs said that property could be developed
in a way that would avoid encroachment.
Rules allow the parking lot to be in the
impact zone, but not a large commercial
building, he pointed out.

Lawton said the community discussion
about how to avoid encroachment should be
separate from decisions on Wal-Mart and
possible other developments.

Rangel said the planning office is awaiting
information from the Wal-Mart developers.
He hopes to set a city Planning Board
hearing on annexation, zoning and
subdivision for late January.

Mark Fontecchio. 2005. Future of the Air
Base. The Patriot Ledger (Quincy, MA)
(December 9): 9.

U.S. Is Eager for Navy to Turn over Base
Land

Transfer of Remaining 835 Acres Could
Take Place Early Next Year

A Navy official said the federal government
is eager to transfer the remaining land it
owns at the former South Weymouth Naval

Air Station, and a Defense Department
official said he hopes it will happen as soon
as early next year.

I know the (local redevelopment agency)
wants to get on with it, David Drozd,
Northeast director of the Navy’s Base
Realignment and Closure program
management office, said yesterday. Folks in
the community want to get on with it.
Everyone wants to get on with it.

Officials for the agency overseeing
development of the base, the South Shore
Tri-Town Development Corp., expect six to
10 negotiating sessions to determine when
the Navy will sell the remaining 835 acres
and what the land will cost.

The first session is expected to take place
during the week before Christmas.

The rest of the 1,405-acre base, which lies in
Abington, Rockland and Weymouth, already
has been transferred.

[I1Wellre trying to move as fast as we can
said John Ward, chairman of the Tri-Town
board of directors. [JAll parties have it in
mind that they want to get it resolved as
soon as possible. Hopefully that will take
place in early 2006.L[]

Tri-Town originally hoped to get the rest of
the base land for free, but an August letter
from the Navy indicated that the agency
would have to buy it because the
development plan has changed.

This summer, the three towns approved a
redevelopment plan calling for construction
of 2,855 houses and condos and 2 million
square feet of commercial space by 2017.

Developer LNR Property Corp. is trying to
get some of the construction done sooner,
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under a waiver the state issued to Tri-Town
in 2002. Under LNR TJs proposal, the first
portion would include 500 houses and
condos and 150,000 square feet of
commercial space, and construction could
begin as early as next summer.

A citizen’s advisory committee is reviewing
the first portion and will make
recommendations to state environmental
officials.

In the meantime, some town officials are
concerned because the Navy has yet to
transfer more land.

They say they think they were rushed to vote
on the plan in the summer with the cloud of
a possible Navy auction hanging over their
heads. Now they wonder why, with the plan
approved, the land is not being transferred.

But Colin McPherson, a former Weymouth
town councilor who now sits on the Tri-
Town board, said getting the best from the
negotiations is most important.

11 am not overly concerned about it,[] he
said. O1I would like them to move faster, but
10m not sure it really changes that much. I
want us to negotiate for the best price
because, ultimately, if (LNR) has to pay a
lot for the land, it probably will squeeze
what they have available for the project.0

Tri-Town Executive Director Terry Fancher
said the negotiating strategy is also likely to
include the possibility of getting the entire
835 acres from the Navy in one fell swoop,
rather than in pieces as originally expected.

(11 think the strategy is on getting all the
property sooner rather than later, and not
focus so much on the phases,] Fancher
said.

Some town councilors in Weymouth remain
nervous. Councilor Kenneth DiFazio said it
is crucial for the towns to stay on top of the

project, as its impact on the region will last

for decades.

DiFazio has proposed forming a watchdog
group to make regular progress reports to
the town council.

['I think we need a point person on the
council and give him the free rein to operate
that committee with the objective to obtain
as much information and report it to the
town council so we are continually being
updated, 7 he said.

Mark Fontecchio may be reached at
mfontecchio@ledger.com.

Peter Johnson. 2005. Malmstrom Boosters
Look Askance at Proposed Development
near Base. Great Falls (MT) Tribune
{(December 4): 2B.

Supporters of Malmstrom Air Force Base
are concerned that retail and residential
development in southeast Great Falls could
hurt the chances of Malmstrom Air Force
Base regaining a flying mission.

Wal-Mart is planning a large new store at
the corner of 10th Avenue South and 57th
Street. There is also talk of other retailers
possibly landing nearby, along with more
residential development.

(1 would be concerned if such development
infringed on the Accident Potential Zone
(APZ) for a new Malmstrom flying
mission, [} said Cynthia Schultz, the Great
Falls airport director, speaking as backer of
local military development.
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(0The lack of commercial encroachment
around Malmstrom is a big selling point for
a new flying mission, [’ said Schultz. [ISo
many competing bases are heavily
encroached upon.!!

D1 think itl}s necessary to the community to
protect that Malmstrom flight corridor if
itUs at all possible,[] agreed attorney
Warren Wenz, chairman of the Committee
of 80 group that lobbies for military
missions.

[JWe might not have a flying mission at
Malmstrom now, but things could easily
change and we could get the runway
reopened, ] he said. (]I wouldn[]t want
development so close to the base that it
would be within the zone affected by aircraft
noise or possible crashes. !’

Malmstrom boosters have worked to get a
flying mission as a back-up to the baselJs
prime mission of operating land-based
missiles, said Cascade County
Commissioner Joe Briggs. But current
Pentagon plans call for retaining the
Minuteman III missiles only though 2020.

“1We need to get other missions for
Malmstrom, and a flying wing could be the
best use given the arealls unfettered training

range and the lack of encroachment for
landings and take-offs,[) Briggs said.

Surprisingly, itCs Briggs, a strong property-
rights supporter, who is proposing a
community discussion on how to create
some kind of development-free corridor
along the runway[1s take-off and landing
areas.

He has suggested everything from zoning
restrictions, a land swap or even buying an
casement.

[tl s very difficult for me to use zoning to
dictate how somebody uses his own
property,[i Briggs said. (' But given the
magnitude of how important Malmstrom is
to the local economy, I think we have an
obligation to find a way to make it work
both ways.[]

Earlier this year, Briggs asked county
planners to superimpose the outline of the
accident potential zone from Malmstrom[s
last flying mission, KC-135 tankers, on a
map of the Great Falls area.

Briggs said he asked for the map months
before the Wal-Mart store was proposed
near Malmstrom. He said he did so because
any time a residential or commercial project
was proposed in the vicinity, somebody
would raise the specter of it impinging on
Malmstrom s growth.

In fact, developer Mike Pursley(Js proposed
upscale residential development and golf
course along U.S. Highway 87/89 a few
miles southeast of town was delayed for
several years because of fears it would
interfere with Malmstrom becoming a port
for the proposed VentureStar space ship.

Ironically, Briggs said the map he sought
shows Pursley(s project was well outside
the accident potential zone, which actually
comes fairly close to southeastern Great
Falls.

The site for the proposed Wal-Mart also sits
outside the crash zone, Briggs said, but part
of the parcel just to the east would be in the
impact zone.

Bill Walters, a city planner, said
representatives of the property owners have
asked that the second parcel be annexed into
the city along with the property on which the
Wal-Mart would be built. Walters said they
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did not indicate what the plans are for the
second parcel.

The second parcel is owned by Kyso Corp.,
with Great Falls contractor Dan Huestis as
president.

Huestis declined last week to comment on
plans for the area and said nobody had
talked to him about a potential easement or
building restrictions.

01 am hopeful that the retail people will be
allowed to do business in Great Falls, ] he
said.

Briggs said county commissioners wrote
Great Falls city commissioners in March
asking the city to go along with the county
in creating zoning that would protect the
crash zone from certain developments,
including high-density business and
residential projects.

[n a response, City Manager John Lawton
said the city has no such protective zoning
because [Ifor all practical purposes, the
Accident Potential Zone no longer exists
with the inactivation of Malmstrom!Js
runway in 1996.(7

But Lawton said the city would welcome the
opportunity to work with the county,
affected property owners, base personnel
and others to protect Malmstrom from
encroachment.

[1Zoning may be an option,[ | he wrote.
[THowever, there may be other options that
accomplish the same goal without placing
the entire burden upon the affected property
owners. [

Briggs said the county abandoned the zoning
idea without the city[Js support.

He said he started to explore the possibility
of raising public money to acquire an
easement along the corridor. Briggs said that
idea came to a halt because Air Force
officials could not sign a letter saying there
was a public need and or that they supported
the idea.

Briggs also said he informally broached the
idea of a land swap during a meeting
involving Wal-Mart officials, but that
Huestis turned it down.

Another idea could be working with
developers to configure their project in a
way that didn’t[t violate the crash zone,
Briggs said. As an example, he said, a
parking lot would be allowed in the zone,
but a large business would not.

Briggs stressed that it D'would be less
disruptive and far cheaper(J for community
leaders to reach a compromise now, before
construction starts. He said some military
communities have spent millions of dollars
to remove developments near military bases.

C10m not trying to stop commercial
development, but to find a balance so that it
doesn’t" !t impede Malmstrom[s growth
and long-term future,(1 Briggs said.

C'We donl[1t have any disagreement with the
county on this,[] Lawton said last week.
DWeflre willing to sit down and open a
discussion. Possible base encroachment is a
legitimate issue, but property owners have
rights, too. Protective easements might be
possible, but property owners might need to
be compensated. [

Lisa Zagaroli. 2006. “N.C. Unsure of Its
Navy Suitor.” The News & Observer
(Charlotte, NC) (January 2): Al.
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Navy sonar technician Dave Levasseur
needs the right kind of seascape to practice
finding submarines. Pilot John Leenhouts
says a clearer, open air space is crucial to
being war-ready.

When the U.S. Navy went searching for
solutions that would help both men, each
time it turned to North Carolina.

The state is positioned to play a growing
role in the Navy’s long-term strategic future.
The service branch is looking to North
Carolina as the potential home for a sonar
training range and a jet landing field —
projects that represent an investment of
nearly $200 million during the next 10
years.

But the Navy’s designs for North Carolina
are meeting resistance, particularly from
critics who fear environmental and
economic damage with little payback in
terms of jobs.

One of the state’s most influential
lawmakers, Senate President Pro Tem Marc
Basnight, announced late last month that he
would oppose the sonar training range.

Other lawmakers, such as U.S. Rep. G.K.
Butterfield Jr. of Wilson, have questioned
the location of the proposed landing field,
which is within five miles of a large bird
sanctuary, the Pocosin Lakes National
Wildlife Refuge.

Huge flocks of birds fly over the proposed
runway site to forage for food in nearby
farm fields, creating a potential hazard for
the jets.

But the state has generally been welcoming
to the military. North Carolina is home to
six military bases, including the Army’s

huge Fort Bragg base in Fayetteville. Marine

installations include Marine Corps Air
Station Cherry Point in Havelock and Camp
Lejeune in Jacksonville.

The number of Navy-Marine personnel in
North Carolina has grown 18 percent, to
61,011, in the past five years, compared with
2.1 percent growth nationally, federal
budget documents show. And total
Navy/Marine expenditures in the state went
up 50.9 percent from 2000, to $3.3 billion in
2004, compared with a 23.8 percent increase
across the country, according to the budgets.

But most of that investment has been from
the Marines; North Carolina has had little
pure Navy presence.

“The Navy is looking more and more to
where they have a future,” said U.S.

Rep. Walter Jones, a Farmville Republican
who serves on the House Armed Services
Committee. He noted that the state was
largely spared in the most recent round of
federal base closings.

Navy Changes Tactics

When Senior Chief Petty Officer Dave
Levasseur joined the Navy 21 years ago, the
job of sonar technician was in high demand.
He spent his time at sea aboard surface ships
listening for Soviet submarines with passive
sonar.

“We practiced all the time and we were
really good at ASW ,” said Levasseur of the
U.S. Fleet Forces Command in Norfolk, Va.,
referring to anti-submarine warfare. But
when the Cold War ended, he said, “we
didn’t have anything to chase around.”

In recent years, the Navy has shifted its
attention from the open ocean to dangers
close to shore.
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Submarines operated by North Korea, China
and Iran make the below-sea threats very
real, said John Pike, director of
Globalsecurity.org, a nonprofit organization
that focuses on security.

“If China was trying to blockade Taiwan, or
if Iran was trying to sink tankers coming
from Kuwait, we’d need to do something
about it,” Pike said.

Navy officials have said they settled on
North Carolina as the preferred site for an
undersea warfare training range for several
reasons, including the climate, the water
depth and its location between air stations in
Norfolk and Mayport, Fla. In addition, the
nearby ocean activity most closely mimics
the seas where Navy vessels may be called
to duty.

“Without an instrumented range on the East
Coast, the ship can think they got the
submarine, the submarine can think they got
the ship, and in reality it could be one or the
other,” said Jene Nissen, a retired Navy
commander and a civilian sonar and
acoustics policy manager.

The sonar range is questioned by
environmentalists, who cite growing
evidence that the mid-frequency pulses or
“pings” it emits have harmed whales and
other marine life. It also is viewed with
alarm by fishermen and business owners
who make their living off the water.

“This facility will have a long-lasting
negative impact on our state fisheries and
coastal tourism, with no economic or
environmental benefit to the citizens of
North Carolina,” Basnight said in a letter to
the state congressional delegation.

Critics note that there would be limited
economic benefit in terms of jobs.

The sonar range would bring few military
personnel to the state; the building that
would collect sonar transmissions would
usually be unmanned.

North Carolina’s senators and several
Congress members whose districts are close
to shore say they haven’t decided whether to
welcome the facility.

Jones and Rep. Mike Mclintyre, a Democrat
from Lumberton, called for and won an
extension of the period allowed for public
comment.

The Navy first set Dec. 28 as the cutoff for
public comment, but late last month
extended it to Jan. 30. While the North
Carolina site is the Navy’s first choice, it
also says that sites near Jacksonville, Fla.,
and Wallops Island, Va., meet all its criteria.

Runway Also Stalled

Finding a suitable location over
environmental objections is also stalling the
Navy’s other proposed project for North
Carolina. The undeveloped land and clear
skies of Washington and Beaufort counties
are a sanctuary for tundra swans and snow
geese.

That’s also what took the Navy there
looking to buy 30,000 acres and build an
$186 million runway where its aircraft
carrier jet pilots can practice takeoffs and
landings.

Opposition from neighbors and
environmentalists has resulted in lawsuits.
They say the Navy’s environmental study
was flawed, and contend that birds from the
neighboring wildlife refuge would collide
with jets, causing crashes.

The Navy says it needs the new landing field
to move training from Oceana Naval Air
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Station in Virginia Beach, which has
become inefficient and dangerous because
of local development.

“It’s right up to the fence line,” said retired
Navy Cmdr. Hank Chase, whose job
included reviewing civilian encroachment
on bases, relocation of facilities and base
closings.

The situation at Oceana is so critical that it
grabbed the attention of the Base
Realignment and Closure Commission,
which threatened to close the base if it
doesn’t meet a series of demands to alleviate
encroachment in the coming months.

Airspace congestion and noise abatement
restrictions were not only a risk to the
community, but they also threatened the
quality of training for pilots, according to
John Craig, operations officer at Oceana’s
Strike Fighter Weapons School Atlantic
before retiring, told the base closure
commission.

John Leenhouts, a retired Navy captain in
Florida who also testified before the base
closure commission, said in an interview
that he suspects that the landing field
planned for North Carolina is really the first
step toward creating a replacement for
Oceana.

Cecil Field in Florida began as an outlying
landing field before becoming an air base,
Leenhouts said. “They’ll never admit it,” he
says of the Navy.

“But it’s what I’ve concluded after candid
conversations with military leaders.”

According to documents provided to the
base closure commission, the Pentagon ran
budget analyses of several options involving
an Oceana closure, such as moving all of its
functions to Moody Air Force Base in

Georgia and to the defunct Cecil in Florida.
It also considered finding a landing field that
could be expanded to a new master jet base
in the future, and relocating to a new,
unoccupied site.

But a specific scenario naming North
Carolina as the site for a new base wasn’t on
the table.

Impact Study Online

The Navy’s draft environmental impact
statement for the proposed sonar training
range can be read online at:

http://projects.earthtech.com/USWTR/USW
TR index.htm

The Navy will accept written comments on
that study until Jan. 30. Comments can be
faxed to: 757-322-4894. Or they can be sent
to:

Naval Facilities Engineering Command
Atlantic

Attn: Keith Jenkins
Code: EV21KJ

6506 Hampton Blvd.
Norfolk, VA 23508-1278

SOURCE: U.S. NAVY

End Pt 1

Staff. 2005. “Rethinking an Economy.”
Portland (ME) Press Herald (January
1): C4.
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The Pending Closure of the Brunswick
Naval Air Station Presents a Generational
Challenge to the Midcoast.

August 24, 2005, was a black day for
Maine’s midcoast. It was the day that the
state’s second largest employer, the
Brunswick Naval Air Station, fell victim to
the impenetrable logic of the federal Base
Realignment and Closure Commission.

Despite pumping more than $150 million in
new construction and other investments into
the base since 2001, Defense Department
planners have now set Brunswick on a
schedule to close in six years, with the first
units leaving in 2009.

For the next few years, at least, the P-3
Orion submarine hunters and C-130 cargo
planes will continue to crank off the base’s
long, paired runways, and the installation
will remain a signal presence of the
community. But a region whose prospects
seemed boundless just 12 months ago now
confronts the kind of challenge to its
economy and its identity that comes once in
a generation.

“There’s no question that the closure of the
Naval Air Station will be a defining event
for Bruns-wick and the region,” said Martin
Wilk, a Brunswick attorney who chairs the
Local Redevelopment Authority, the group
charged with developing a blueprint for the
base’s future. “When you have several
thousand jobs associated with a facility that
will either move to another area or be
eliminated, it will have an effect.”

Officials caught in the vise of history
naturally like to talk about the upside. It is
clear that once reconfigured or redeveloped,
the base’s 3,200 acres of runways, hangars
and other facilities will drive significant

activity in the region’s already diverse
economy.

But some are already suggesting Brunswick
will come out of a relatively short transition
period into an era of prosperity. With three
to four years’

planning time before the closure starts
having an impact, and six years before final
closure, Brunswick economic development
director Mat Eddy and others believe they
can dovetail the arrival of new tenants with
the departure of Naval Air units.

“Will it be seamless?” asked Eddy. “Can
you smooth it out and try to efficiently plug
into different markets and set up a timing
sequence? We think we can.”

It would be nice if it were that easy.

The known challenges are daunting, and
unpleasant surprises surely lay ahead. The
base presents a nearly unlimited opportunity,
but one that could be squandered if the
major players fail to keep a steely-eyed
focus on the future. Leaders should guard
against setting unrealistic expectations, or
risk losing the community’s trust and
support.

The airfield ought to be the centerpiece of
any development strategy. If the demand for
another commercial airport doesn’t currently
exist, wait a few years and it will. A
continued military presence of some kind *
such as the creation of a National Guard
enclave * would provide welcome
continuity.

Much will depend on the talent,
determination * and money * that can be
brought to bear on planning and
redevelopment activities. It’s essential that
Maine’s congressional delegation and the
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Gov. Baldacci present a united front. WHAT
WILL BE LOST

The loss of the air station will affect the
region on multiple levels * from local tax
revenues to car sales to the loss of
community volunteers. The BRAC decision
will bring a painful disruption of
employment levels, home ownership and
consumer spending during the years just
prior to and following the 2011 closure.

Here are some numbers.

By the time the last of the Navy’s operations
pulls out in 2011, Brunswick will have lost
roughly 3,700 well-paying jobs with
benefits, and the highly trained, highly
skilled, highly motivated service men and
women who filled them.

An estimate produced by the State Planning
Office last summer suggested the closure
will eliminate work for 600 civilians. The
loss of the base may also impact as many as
2,000 support jobs in the community, people
who sell cars, appliances, jeans, sneakers
and the like.

Even more sobering is the assessment of a

consultant hired by the town when the fear
was that the air station would be downsized,

not scrapped.

The report, by RKG Associates, said that
based on the recent demand in Brunswick, it
could take 15 to 20 years to fill the existing
industrial/commercial space on base.

On top of that, a base closure would flood
the housing market with 1,500 to 2,000
housing units, enough to swamp demand
and drive real estate prices down for five to
10 years * assuming all other construction in
the region ceased. That estimate also

ignored the added weight of 750 military
housing units now likely to hit the market.

While the Naval Air Station is Maine’s
second-largest employer, the future of the
largest * Bath Iron Works * is also
uncertain. Should Bath Iron Works slash its
workforce in the lull between production of
the Aegis destroyer and the new DD(X)
destroyer, the housing market could take 15
to 20 years to recover.

“The gorilla in the closet is BIW,” Eddy
said. “We don’t know what size it will be.
Those are permanent jobs and they’ve been
steadily laying off folks.”

The impact of thousands of military
personnel and their families will be tougher
to quantify, but no less devastating, leaders
say. For example, roughly 1,200 military
spouses now staff hospitals, doctor’s offices
and other service providers.

State ofticials fear the closure will drain 100
students from the Lisbon Falls school
district. They’re now trying to calculate how
the erosion of students, and the taxes their
families generated, will affect school
systems around the region.

Having the base also meant a steady influx
of African-Americans, Asians and Latinos to
one of the whitest states in the nation. The
result was a community exposed to a mix of
backgrounds, upbringings, experiences,
languages and perspectives unlike much of
the rest of Maine.

Even Eddy’s optimism wanes on this point.
“We think that in terms of economic impact,
the closing might be a blip,” Eddy said.
“Losing the families and everything they
brought is no blip. We have a lot of doctors
who are quite nervous right now.” WHAT
NAVY IS LEAVING BEHIND
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One reason for the local’s confidence in a
prosperous future is the facility itself. In the
last five years, the Navy invested heavily in
upgrading many of the facilities at
Brunswick. The base has two 8,000-foot
runways with clearly defined airspace. The
spanking-new Hangar 6 has six bays, each
capable of swallowing a Boeing 737. Crews
are finishing the installation of a $5 million
communications package on the new $8.2
million airfield tower.

A 500-bed hotel for visiting air crews just
opened. Many other base facilities are either
brand new or newly renovated and could be
readily leased. All told, there are over one
million square feet of “industrial”
buildings.

The Navy has also demolished 45
substandard buildings and is well down the
path to cleaning up several highly polluted
legacies of past military activity.

Nor does the base exist in a vacuum: the
midcoast has a fairly well diversified
economy whose major employers include
two hospitals, Bowdoin College, clothier
L.L. Bean, credit card giant MBNA, the
Bath-Brunswick Times Record and the Bath
Iron Works shipyard.

Fortunately, optimism hasn’t led to
procrastination. Local and state leaders have
not wasted time in confronting their future.
The Brunswick Local Redevelopment
Agency, formed to create a master plan for
the base in the next two years, will soon
begin headhunting for an executive director.
This is a critical hire, and the agency should
insist on a candidate with a proven track
record for managing the complex technical,
bureaucratic and political process that will
follow. GOING FORWARD '

A Federal Aviation Administration
feasibility study this spring will examine
potential reuses of the airfield and its
infrastructure.

Baldacci was smart to create a state advisory
panel stocked with business, union,
legislative, education leaders and a tribal
representative, to monitor the regional
impact of the closure. It’s also vital that a
new redevelopment authority, which will
take over once the LRA planning process is
complete, has qualified staff and the ability
to borrow money and own property.
Baldacci’s plan to designate the midcoast a
Pine Tree Zone offering new and expanding
employer’s tax incentives can only help.

There has been early interest in the property.
Maine’s National Guard commander, Major
Gen. John W. Libby, is evaluating whether
the air station would be a good place to host
a military enclave for the state’s Army and
Air guard units. Retaining a strong military
presence in the area would be a big benefit
not only to the economy but the community
of military retirees in the area.

Two Maine Indian tribes have said they
would evaluate bidding on parts of the base,
promising not to advance controversial
gambling or liquid natural gas proposals.

The results of the FAA study will be key. If
it determines an airport would be a
multimillion-dollar loser, maybe officials
will have to look at other strategies. But
even if current demand won’t support a
stand-alone airport, income from an aviation
tenant, like the Maine Air National Guard,
or an aircraft manufacturing and tinishing
facility, could provide a vital subsidy for
airport operations. It could also give
redevelopment officials time to market the
site to larger commercial clients.
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Richardson, for example, envisions L.L.
Bean building an integrated rail-aviation
cargo hub. The base’s proximity to water
could make it an attractive home for a
seafood processor wanting to ship lobster
and marine delicacies to national or world
markets.

State Has a Vision

State officials say the campus could support
their ongoing push to establish a nexus of
composite manufacturers and suppliers who
could build anything from bass boats to
unmanned aerial vehicles. Some locals have
expressed a desire to see part of the base
sprout a botanical garden; others note the
presence of unbroken sweep of forest and
protected meadow.

The base is big enough to host all of these
uses. But it’s far too early to get swept up in
grand visions.

The bottom line is that the midcoast needs to
steel itself for what will be a painful period
of job cuts, a disruption of the real estate
market, an erosion of the tax base and the
disappearance of many friends and
neighbors.

Redevelopment will be a long, uphill push.
It’s good that state and local officials show
every indication that they plan to think
strategically about a future that won’t arrive
for decades.

Wishing on a big corporate star might seem
attractive, but securing tenants who
complement and diversify established
economic sectors would leave the midcoast
better able to weather unexpected downturns
in the long run.

This will take some patience and trust on the
part of the larger regional community.
Mainers should realize that given the time
involved, there will be setbacks. Mainers,
too, have a disconcerting habit of opposing
development, even when the benetits are
manifest.

The uncertainty, the high stakes and the
multiple interests all put a premium on
thoughtful planning, which to their credit,
Brunswick and state officials have already
begun to tackle.

Mark Peters and Trevor Maxwell. 2006.
“Five Mainers Who Made an Impact in
2005.” Portland (ME) Press Herald (January
1,2006

From Social Causes to Government Reform,
These Five Shared a Trait of Remarkable
Dedication.

They worked to keep Maine’s military bases
open, campaigned for a new gay-rights law
and presented a bold vision for the
Moosehead Lake region.

These are the people behind the major
stories of 2005. 1t is hard to determine which
individual had the greatest effect on Maine
over the past year, but it is easy to find those
who made an impact.

Jesse Connolly fought to keep a gay-rights
law from being repealed, finishing a fight
his father started three decades earlier.

Luke Muzzy became a leading voice for the
Plum Creek Timber Co., promoting its
controversial development plan in the
Moosehead Lake region.

Thirty years after becoming a household
name in Maine for leading a repeal of the
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uniform property tax, Mary Adams returned
to “quarterback” a new referendum
campaign.

After Hurricane Katrina, Meg Perry headed
south to help. But the young activist never
returned to Maine, dying in a bus accident
there.

Carl Flora’s year changed drastically when
the Pentagon recommended shutting the
Defense Finance and Accounting Services
center in Limestone. What followed was a
fight to keep hundreds of jobs at the former
Loring Air Force Base.

Here are their stories:
Helping People, Moving Mountains

While others talked about helping hurricane
victims, Meg Perry hopped in a car and went
straight to the Gulf Coast.

When the scope of the need became clear,
she returned home to Maine, convinced as
many people as she could to join her, and
drove back south in her beloved Frida Bus, a
35-foot school bus converted to run on
biodiesel and used vegetable oil.

For nearly three months the Brunswick
native ripped out ruined drywall, planted
new gardens, brought food to flooded
neighborhoods and counseled children.

On Dec. 10, she was traveling to an anti-
eviction protest in one of New Orleans’
poorest neighborhoods when another relief
worker lost control of the Frida Bus. Perry
was the only one killed in the accident.

When news spread about Perry’s death,
hundreds of people mourned the loss of a
warm, smart and inspirational community
leader.

Not many have the energy or sense of
community that Perry had, friends said.

And not many have as great an impact on
the world around them. At age 26, Perry had
traveled the state and beyond to talk about
sustainable living, social justice and respect
for the environment and one another. She
loved visiting classrooms, where she
challenged students to become leaders and
innovators.

Perry was one of the driving forces behind
the People’s Free Space, a Portland-based
organization concerned with social,
ecological and political change.

“She just embodied the generation of civic
duty,” said Rick Wilson, who had Perry in
his history class at Brunswick Junior High
School, and is now service learning
coordinator at the high school. “Her zeal and
passion never stopped. This isn’t like a
phase she grew out of.”

Perry first traveled to the Gulf Coast region
in September with seven other Portland area
residents, determined to make a difference
to hurricane survivors. A reporter and
photographer from the Portland Press Herald
documented the work, as the volunteers
delivered necessities like diapers, rice, beans
and juice.

“Get enough people,” Perry told the
newspaper, “and you can move a
mountain.”

A Son Builds on His Father’s Foundation

Jesse Connolly has finished what his late
father started.

In the late 1970s, former Rep. Laurence
Connolly, D-Port-land, co-sponsored the
first bill to protect gays and lesbians under
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the Maine Human Rights Act. It didn’t pass,
but his son led a campaign in 2005 that
resulted in voters rejecting the repeal of the
law to ban discrimination based on sexual
orientation in housing, employment and
other areas.

As campaign manager for Maine Won’t
Discriminate, the 27-year-old Portland
resident was working to fulfill a legacy. He
also was trying to capture a victory on an
issue voters opposed in 1998 and 2000 in
statewide referendums.

“I just felt this enormous amount of pressure
each morning,” Connolly said.

That feeling disappeared on Nov. 8 when his
group won at the polls.

The pressure Connolly felt in part came
from following his father. The activist and
lawmaker died in 1987. But those early
years together sparked in the younger
Connolly a passion for gay rights, the
Democratic Party and social justice.

As a student at Bates College, Connolly
wrote his thesis about Maine and its fight
over sexual-orientation legislation. He went
on to work campaigns tor the state
Democratic Party and manage the
presidential campaign of U.S. Sen.

John Kerry in Maine.

Running the campaign for Maine Won’t
Discriminate presented a new challenge.
Connolly knew if the law was repealed, it
would be a long time before the public
would be ready to reconsider it.

The mix of Republicans and Democrats,
gays and heterosexuals, and young and old
that made up Maine Won’t Discriminate
worked well together under Connolly’s

management, said Ted O’Meara, an adviser
for the campaign.

Connolly’s next job is serving as campaign
manager for Democratic Gov. John
Baldacci, who is running for a second term.

His Vision: To Boost a Rural Economy

Luke Muzzy doesn’t leave his new job at the
office. It follows him around his hometown
of Greenville.

Most places Muzzy goes in this small town
on the southern shore of Moosehead Lake,
people want to talk about the proposal his
employer, Plum Creek Timber Co., has
made for the region.

Last spring, the Seattle-based company filed
plans with the state to build a resort and
hundreds of homes, while preserving
timberland and providing easements for
walking and snowmobiling trails.

Around the same time, Muzzy, 45, sold his
real estate business and took a job as a
senior land asset manager with Plum Creek,
putting himself in the middle of the debate
over the future of the Moosehead region.

“It is hard for me to go out in public and not
discuss it. That is fine. It is a watershed
moment for the area,” said Muzzy, a fourth-
generation Greenville resident.

What drew Muzzy to Plum Creek was a
combination of family history and a belief
that the region needs economic development
to survive.

As a selectman in Greenville in the 1980s,
he dreamed about making the town a center
for tourism. Greenville has seen its
population slip in recent years, and Muzzy
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fears the decline could cause the high school
and regional hospital to close.

That is where Plum Creek comes in. The
company has the land and money to boost
the tourism economy and bring a long-range
plan to the Moosehead region, he said.

Muzzy comes from family that has seen
Greenville as a destination for generations.
His family has rented cabins in area since
the early 1900s and his grandmother opened
the town’s first hotel.

Muzzy and Plum Creek have met opposition
in their vision for the future of the
Moosehead region. Local residents have
called for a smaller project that uses less
back-country land. Statewide environmental
groups have protested parts of the plan. And
the FBI is investigating vandalism to the
homes of people connected to the project,
including Muzzy’s.

Local residents and environmentalists
condemned the attacks. They continue to
speak out about the Plum Creek proposal
and want to see a revised plan that Muzzy
and other planners are working on.

What it says will give locals a sense of
whether Muzzy and others with Plum Creek
are listening to the concerns of residents in
the Moosehead region, said Suzanne
AuClair, a member of the Moosehead
Region Future’s Committee.

She Gave up a Year to Fight for Reform
Mary Adams has been here before.

Almost 30 years ago, she led a drive to
repeal the state’s uniform property tax. Now

this grandmother from Garland is back to
take on state spending.

Adams, 67, was the driving force behind
gathering signatures to get a legal limit on
state and local spending on a state ballot.
She turned in 54,000 signatures last October
and is waiting for the Secretary of State’s
Office to verity them.

“She really gave up a year of her life,” said
Bill Becker, executive director of the Maine
Heritage Policy Center, which wrote the
language for the proposed ballot question.

The usually difficult task of collecting
signatures was even harder for Adams the
second time around.

Her sister died last February in the midst of
the drive. A month later her husband went
into cardiac arrest at his law office. But the
self-described “quarterback” of the effort
continued the collection, using an extensive
grass roots network to gather the signatures.

These volunteers got her 45,000 signatures,
but by late summer Adams decided she
needed paid help. She started raising money
to hire professional signature-gatherers to
make a final push around the state.

Adams’s second petition drive comes at time
in her life when most people are focused on
just relaxing. But it’s the future that is
driving her. She fears none of her
grandchildren will be able to settle in Maine.

The proposal known as the “Taxpayers Bill
of Rights” would tie annual spending
increases for state and local governments to
increases in population and inflation. A two-
thirds majority of the Legislature and a
majority of voters would have to approve
new forms of taxation.

The signatures Adams gathered in the mid-
1970s led to a statewide vote that repealed
the uniform property tax. The victory made
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her a household name and brought national
attention, including a feature on <60
Minutes.”

Adams continued to remain active in
politics. She ran for governor in 1994,
More recently she has been the chairwoman
of informal group of activists that meets
monthly in Augusta.

“My expression is, ‘If not now when, and if
not us who,” “ Adams said.

Some saw disaster, he saw opportunity

The call came while Carl Flora was giving a
local men’s club a tour of former the Loring
Air Force Base, pointing out the
redevelopment successes ach-ieved after the
military pulled out in 1994.

A congressional aide left a voice mail. It
said the Pentagon recommended closing the
Defense Finance and Accounting Services
center located at the former base in
Limestone. It would mean the loss of 350
jobs, a cornerstone in the base’s rebound
from closure.

Flora was stunned when he listened to the
message last May.

But the Presque Isle native saw the grim
recommendation as a chance to make a case
for DFAS (pronounced DEE-fass). Other
leaders in the region as well as Baldacci and
Maine’s congressional delegation saw the
same opportunity.

The challenge became putting together a
case on short notice. Communities in
southern Maine had expected to be in front
of the Base Realignment and Closure
Commission. Aroostook County did not.

“It was fair to say there was pressure to pull
that argument together and make the case,”
said Flora, chief executive officer of the
Loring Development Authority.

Those involved with the county believed the
Limestone DFAS was one of the best in the
country. The plan for closure was only a
recommendation. The next decision rested
with the base closure commission.

What followed was a flurry of activity. Flora
and Walt Elish, executive director of the
Aroostook Partnership for Progress, led the
local effort.

They started the Grow DFAS Committee
with the goal of adding jobs to the center
instead of seeing them move elsewhere.

“Aroostook County always pulls together,
and pulls together well,” said Steven Buck,
Caribou’s city manager.

Flora, 50, found himself hosting members of
the powerful base closure committee and
testifying in front of them in Boston.

In late August, Flora gathered with those he
worked with to make the case and watched
the commission’s proceedings on television.
The commission voted to keep the
Limestone office opened and nearly double
its staff to 600.

“It was one of the greatest moments I have
ever been through,” Flora said.

Staft Writer Mark Peters can be contacted at
791-6325 or at:
mpeters@pressherald.com

Staff Writer Trevor Maxwell can be
contacted at 791-6451 or at:
tmaxwell@pressherald.com
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Deon Roberts. 2005. “N.O. Barely Escapes
BRAC Axe.” New Orleans City Business
(December 30): 1.

It was a major surprise when officials
convinced federally appointed
commissioners this summer to take the
Naval Support Activity base in Algiers and
Bywater off a list of U.S. military bases
targeted for closure.

The odds were stacked against NSA, which
has no specific military function or military
value, according to consultants from The
Spectrum Group in Alexandria, Va. But
New Orleans and state officials won over a
nine-member federal commission with a
promise to convert the base into a nearly
$200 million Federal City without any
federal financial assistance. The Federal
City plan calls for eliminating NSA office
space in Bywater and consolidating military
operations in Algiers. New state-of-the-art
facilities are planned for Algiers, with space
leased to government tenants at bargain
rates.

To dodge that bullet is a considerable
achievement.

When you look numerically at the
percentage of bases that stayed on the list, it
was up there in the 80 percentile, said
Christopher Hellman, military policy analyst
with the Center for Arms Control and Non-
Proliferation in Washington, D.C.

Hellman said NSA, which employs roughly
4,600 and is the national headquarters for
the Marine Corps and Navy reserves, was
one of the larger bases to escape the

chopping block in the Base Realignment and
Closure process.

The 2005 BRAC, an evaluatory process that
takes place every 10 years, was designed to
shutter U.S. bases without strong military
value and save the federal government
nearly $50 billion over 20 years.

The BRAC Commission, which can revise
bases on DOD’s initial list, decided to keep
NSA open. Congress and the president
agreed with the BRAC Commission ’s
recommendations, which are now law.

‘Short-term loss’

David Mize, head of Mayor C. Ray Nagin’s
Military Advisory Committee, led the effort
to save NSA. NSA did lose some operations,
including the Naval Reserve Force
headquarters and some recruiting and
administrative components, totaling an
estimated 900 jobs. The loss is offset
somewhat by roughly 300 jobs gained by the
relocation of the Marine Corps Reserve
Support Command from Kansas City, Mo.
There’s definitely a short-term loss to us,
Mize said.

“The BRAC Commission initially gave New
Orleans two years to finance and begin
construction on Federal City,” Mize said.
“The city might actually have three years,
depending on the fine print of the final
BRAC report,”

Mize said.

In the pitch to the BRAC Commission, state
and private investment were to share Federal
City’s development costs, which Mize
pegged at less than $150 million.

Mize said it is too early to tell how much
state money will be needed. The goal is to
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attract as much private investment as
possible, he said.

Mize said a financial boost from the federal
government will not be needed.

“I’m fully convinced that we can do this
project without federal money if we need
to,” he said.

Federal City Spared

Even though the state is dealing with an
expensive mess left behind by hurricanes
Katrina and Rita, Mize does not seem
worried about the feasibility of Federal City.

“It’s probably gotten more optimistic rather
than less so,” he said.

Katrina shouldn’t affect Federal City
timeline, Mize said. The first year will
involve planning and developing policy and
no construction, he said.

“Even if there was no Katrina, we’d have to
be doing the same thing to get everything
lined up,” Mize said.

Federal backing on state loans also gives
Federal City a post-Katrina advantage. Since
it’s cheaper to borrow money from the
federal government, this would make the
cost of building cheaper.

“These loans still require federal approval
and will likely come up for a vote in
Congress near the end of 2006 once
architectural plans are complete,” he said.

Terms of an enhanced lease program also
need to be worked out with the Department
of the Navy. Under that program, the
government would allow a private developer
to use the NSA site free of charge. “The
developer would build Federal City and, at

the end of 25 to 50 years, the entire project
becomes the property of the tederal
government,” Mize said.

“The goal is to choose a master developer in
2006 but policies and agreements between
the Department of the Navy, the state and
the city and others need to be worked out
first,” Mize said. Bids could be put out by
midyear, he said. Construction is expected to
run from 2007 until the first haif of 2008,
with occupancy planned for late 2008, he
said.

Russ Kent. 2005. “179th’s Future Remains
up in Air.” News Journal (Mansfield, OH)
December 30,2005

The year ends as uncertainly as it began for
the 179th Airlift Wing of the Ohio Air
National Guard, but optimism about the
future remains high.

The 179th in its current form is likely on its
way out because its eight C-130 Hercules
transport aircraft are destined for other
bases. But a new mission is being developed
for the local unit at Mansfield Lahm Airport,
a mission that could one day result in an
even larger military presence in Mansfield.

“We're still optimistic and we’re working all
avenues to appropriate a new mission,” Maj.
Phil Brown of the 179th said Thursday.
“The leadership 1s working hard and looking
to the future.”

It’s been a topsy-turvy year for the more
than 1,000 men and woman at the air base
and the community.

In late August it appeared the 179th had no
future. During a confusing evening in
Washington, D.C., members of the Base
Realignment and Closure Committee

BRAC Commission Early Bird 60

Use of these articies does not reflect official endorsement.
Reproduction for private use or gain is subject to original copyright restrictions.




appeared to vote to shut down the 179th and
send its C-130s to air bases in Arkansas and
Alabama.

That decision came despite an effort by
local, state and national officials who for
months pleaded the case of the 179th in
Columbus, in Buffalo, N.Y., in Washington,
D.C., and anywhere else they could find a
sympathetic ear.

Just a few days after BRAC commissioners
appeared to put a death grip around the
179th’s throat, there was renewed hope.
Local officials learned the commission
hadn’t actually voted to close the 179th.
Instead, they decided to turn the Mansfield
base into an “enclave” unit which, according
to BRAC officials, will keep the base open
even though it is losing its flying operations.

The Lahm air base will not be shut down,
although its C-130s are still headed south.
The base will remain operational. But no
other details were announced in August, and
none have been made public since.

The air base is being turned into an Armed
Forces Reserve Center, one of three in the
state, which can accommodate more than
one branch of the military.

The 706th Transportation Company of the
U.S. Army Reserve will move from its
Hedges Street facility to Lahm. It will take
with it about 60 full-time employees and
170 members. A smaller reserve unit from
the Parrott Army Reserve Center in Kenton,
which has about 10 full-time employees,
also will come to Mansfield.

It’s also possible the 1486th Transportation
Company of the Ohio Army National Guard,
headquartered in Ashland and Mansfield,
could be relocated to the new AFRC.

An Air Force presence also will continue.
But when those new units * or any other
units * will show up in Mansfield is
uncertain. Under BRAC rules, the changes
must be completed no later than 2011.

In the meantime, National Guard officials
and others are lobbying for a new mission.
There is growing confidence that mission
will include some type of flying unit. There
is also confidence a new mission could
translate into more employees and activity at
the air base, which would be a boon to the
local economy.

It is estimated that the 179th and its 1,050
members pump more than $70 million
annually into the Mansfield and north
central Ohio economy.

rkent@nncogannett.com; 419-521-7274

The Associated Press. 2005. “Arlington
County Creates Panel to Deal with
Military Shift.” Associated Press
Newswires (December 30, 14:27).

Arlington, Va. (AP) * A task force is
scheduled to convene in January to help
Arlington County prepare for one of the
nation’s biggest military shifts.

The tederal Base Realignment and Closure
Commission recommended downsizing and
consolidating military installations that will
eliminate nearly 20,000 jobs and leave about
4 million square feet of office space empty
in Arlington County.

Nearly half of the office space in Arlington
is occupied by the federal government. The
federal government owns 17 percent of all
land in the county, and about 45,000 federal
military and civilian employees work in the
county.
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Earlier this month, the Arlington County
Board of Supervisors voted to create the
BRAC Transition Task Force, which will
include members of the Economic
Development Commission and outside
experts. The group plans to offer
recommendations to county leaders in June.

“It’s an overwhelming task, but it’s not like
the sky is falling down,”

Marty Almquist, a commission member who
will lead the task force, told The
Washington Post. “There is going to be a
move, there is going to be a change. We
don’t want to be naive and think, ‘Arlington
is a perfect location, (so) let’s wait for new
companies to come in.” We want to be as
strategic, as scientific and as proactive as we
can be.”

The Arlington County task force has
identified four areas of strategic
focus:

* Redeveloping Crystal City. Built in the
1960s, many of its buildings are 30 years old
and considered less than prime office space.

* Retaining some of the area’s highly
educated work force.

* Mitigating job losses and vacancies among
small businesses and in the hospitality
industry.

* Bringing new tenants into leased office
space.

Arlington leaders mounted a “Save the
Brains” campaign when the BRAC
announcements were made. As a result,
some of the science and defense research
agencies will stay in the county instead of
moving to Bethesda, Md., as the Department

of Defense proposed.

The task force will build on that theme.

“Some people who are supposed to be
relocated are very, very educated scientists
and specialists who have security clearances.
That’s the biggest shortage we have in the
work force,” said Terry Holzheimer, director
of the Arlington Economic Development
Commission.

The military’s biggest moves won’t be made
for another five or six years.

Still, the task force is already hearing from
small businesses and hospitality industry
officials who are concerned that the
vacancies and job losses may hurt their
businesses. In response, the task force is
talking about developing a recruitment and
marketing strategy to capitalize on
Arlington’s proximity to the District and the
Pentagon, and other positives.

“Arlington is a resilient community. We’ve
weathered these shocks before,”
Holzheimer said. “If we do this strategically,
we may come out in a better place than if it
accidentally happens.”

Robert G. Templin Jr., president of Northern
Virginia Community College, chaired a
BRAC working group for northern Virginia.

“Arlington represents the largest single
potential loss of military-related jobs of
anywhere in the United States under this
round of BRAC,” Templin said.

Templin’s group recommended that state
leaders and the congressional delegation
work to secure federal funding for
transportation improvements to deal with
clogged roads in the outer suburbs and for
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planning money and a designation of
Arlington as a preferred location for federal
functions.

Mladen Rudman. 2005. “BRAC Lifts
Eglin.” Northwest Florida Daily News (Fort
Walton Beach, FL) (December 30).

Growth Poses Challenges for 2006

A loud warplane every three to four minutes
during the day. A substantially boosted
Army presence locally * more than 2,000
soldiers. About $474 million more annually
in payroll, along with some $473 million in
construction and related spending. Those are
just some of the consequences for Eglin Air
Force Base and surrounding municipalities
after the Base Realignment and Closure
process came to a dramatic close in 2005.
Eglin, a large base with room for joint
military operations, is expected to grow by
approximately 7,700 troops, including Green
Berets from Fort Bragg, N.C., and civilians.
The time frame is no longer than five years,
the amount of time the Pentagon has to
implement BRAC. Handling the massive
influx, in addition to the normal growth
happening in Okaloosa, Santa Rosa and
Walton counties, promises to be difficult.
So, Eglin officials and community leaders
have promised to keep each other updated
on BRAC-related developments.

“Our intent is to provide the community
with information as we learn it,”

Bob Arnold, Eglin Mission Enhancement
Committee chairman, said recently. “We
certainly have enough time to plan.” The
challenge of providing infrastructure such as
sewage treatment, widened roadways and
schools to accommodate thousands of new
troops and their families * an estimated total
of between 15,000 and 20,000 people *
can’t be underestimated. The base’s housing

privatization initiative is being revamped
because of BRAC. Before building on Air
Force land, environmental impact studies
also have to be completed for the location of
the Army 7th Special Forces Group
headquarters and the Joint Strike Fighter (F-
35) Initial Joint Training site. Beyond the
base’s perimeter, cities are wondering how
BRAC will affect them. Betting men expect
Crestview to shoulder much of the BRAC
expansion in terms of housing, a prospect
cautiously welcomed by at least some of the
municipality ’s leadership. Don Gaetz,
Okaloosa County superintendent of schools,
may have said it best in November while
characterizing BRAC’s local impact. “It’

s a blessing because our community and
economy have benefited substantially from
the military presence here,” he said. “Now,
not all blessings come easily.”

The Associated Press. 2005. “U.S. Base in
Germany Closes After 60 Years.”
Associated Press Newswires (December 30,
11:29).

Frankfurt, Germany (AP) * The U.S. Air
Force on Friday handed over the keys to
Rhein-Main Air Base to the operator of
Frankfurt International Airport, the last step
in closing the base that hosted American
forces for 60 years.

The 120 buildings on the base are to be
bulldozed to make way for a third terminal
for Frankfurt’s sprawling civilian airport *
continental Europe’s busiest. It officially
becomes German property on Saturday.

The ceremony, at which Brig. Gen. Mike
Snodgrass gave the keys of the base’s
buildings and main gate to Manfred
Schoelch of airport operator Fraport AG,
followed Rhein-Main’s formal closing in
October.
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“It’s bittersweet * after 60 years of
partnership, to see it come to an end,” said
Capt. Jonathan Friedman, a U.S. Air Force
spokesman.

The airport plans to use the additional space
as it prepares to house a new maintenance
and supply facility for the new Airbus super-
Jumbo A380, the world’s largest passenger
jet. Construction began earlier this year for a
hangar.

Rhein-Main was once a hub of activity for
American forces facing Soviet bloc forces
and tensions in the Middle East. It saw a
steady stream of planes fly supplies to West
Berliners in the late 1940s during the Soviet
blockade of the city.

Tammy Anderson. 2005. “Bomb Wing
Flies in from South Dakota.” Pacific Daily
News (Hagatna, GU)

December 29, 2005

More than 200 members of the 28th Bomb
Wing at Ellsworth Air Force Base in South
Dakota began transferring to Guam
vesterday, during a time when military
presence is expected to increase.

The move to Andersen Air Force Base is
part of the 120-day Air and Space
Expeditionary Force rotation, according to a
press release from Air Force officials.

The airmen of the 34th Expeditionary Bomb
Squadron are replacing their sister squadron,
the 36th Expeditionary Bomb Squadron
from Ellsworth. The 36th Squadron has been
on Guam since August, and also is from the
South Dakota air base.

The U.S. military is being shifted worldwide
after a base realignment plan was approved
earlier this year.

Guam has a permanent bomber presence
with a regular rotation of fighter planes
since last year, according to Pacific Daily
News files.

The aircraft of the 37th Expeditionary Bomb
Squadron, B-1B Lancer bombers, arrived at
Andersen Air Force Base earlier this year.

The 34th and 36th Expeditionary Bomb
Squadrons will exchange control of six B-
1B aircraft on Guam, the release states.

“Continued B-1 bomber presence offers the
(U.S. Pacific Command) commander short-
notice global strike and strategic
engagement capabilities that otherwise
would not exist in this region,” the release
states.

At a Glance

* The 28th Bomb Wing was announced as
the lead unit for the new Expeditionary Air
Force concept in 1999. The group was based
out of Elisworth Air Force Base in South
Dakota.

* It was first organized in 1947 under a plan
designed to streamline forces after World
War I

* In 1986, the group phased out the aging B-
52 fleet for the B-1B Lancer.

Annie Gowan. 2006. “Board’s ‘06 Agenda:
Tackle Housing, Job Losses.” The
Washington Post

January 3, 2006
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Zimmerman, New Arlington Chairman,
Outlines Challenges for ‘Urban Village’

The Arlington County Board detailed new
initiatives aimed at combating the loss of

affordable housing and military jobs at its
first meeting of the year yesterday.

The board also elected Chris Zimmerman
(D) as chairman. Zimmerman, 46, was first
elected to the board in 1996 and has served
as chairman twice previously. He is known
for his feisty personality and keen interest in
architecture, urban planning and
transportation, having long served on the
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit
Authority board.

Zimmerman is also one of the county’s
strongest advocates for affordable housing
and was a key player in a deal struck last fall
with developers that will set aside portions
of new development for homes for low-
income residents.

“Clearly, the state of our county is very
good. . .. Yet we face significant challenges,
some new, some born of our own success,”
Zimmerman said.

Zimmerman reiterated his vision of
Arlington as an “urban village” * his term
for a community that is struggling to retain
its neighborhood feel while facing
increasing pressure on roads and services
because of an influx of new residents and
large-scale development. In that vein,
Arlington officials this year will be facing
key issues, such as a new plan for the
burgeoning Clarendon neighborhood as well
as an update of the county’s transportation
policy.

Specifically, officials will continue to deal
with the fallout from the decision last year
by the federal Base Realignment and

Closure Commission to move nearly 20,000
military jobs from Arlington, which
outgoing board Chairman Jay Fisette (D)
yesterday called a hit “in the gut.” Arlington
officials managed to save some key science
and defense research jobs, but the change
ultimately means that 4 million square feet
of office space will be vacated, the
equivalent of four military bases.

Zimmerman said yesterday that a BRAC
transition assistance center would be created
to help businesses and employees in the
Crystal City area that will suffer most.

In a county in which about 2,000 affordable
apartments were swallowed up by luxury
development last year, affordable housing
remains a top priority, officials said.
Zimmerman said that this year the board
will explore options such as encouraging
residents to form their own housing co-ops
and modifying zoning codes so that English
basements and garage apartments could
serve low-income residents.

Board members also proposed new aid
programs for senior citizens and the poor.

Zimmerman proposed assessing Arlington’s
“aging readiness” by examining how the
county serves senior citizens with housing,
services and transportation.

The number of Arlington residents nearing
retirement age has increased more than 34
percent in the last decade, according to U.S.
Census data.

Board member Barbara A. Favola (D) said
she also will press for Arlington to expand
the eligibility requirements for day-care
subsidies from 185 percent of the federal
poverty level to 250 percent, which is
$48,375 for a family of four. This would
bring the county in line with programs in
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neighboring Alexandria and Fairfax County,
she said.

“We’re in a high-cost area, and we need to
move it up,” Favola said. The change will
require state permission and some federal
funding, she said.

In other business, the board elected member
Paul Ferguson (D) its vice chairman.

Denny Boyles. 2006. “Old Jets May
Ground Guard Unit.” The Fresno (CA)
Bee (December 31, 2005.

Air Force Plan to Retire Aging F-16C
Aircraft Threatens Future of Fresno’s 144th
Fighter Wing.

Though it survived the budget ax during the
latest round of military base closures, the
Fresno-based 144th Fighter Wing future is
threatened by the Air Force’s plans to retire
its aging aircraft.

“As of right now, all of our planes are set to
leave service in six years, and we have no
information on whether those planes will be
replaced,” said Lt. Heather Pratt, public
affairs officer for the 144th. “It’s a big deal.
If there are no follow-up planes assigned, we

will be out of business.”

The 144th is one of nine Air National Guard
units nationwide assigned to continental air
defense, and the only one still flying F-16C
fighters. It employs 900, and the base
contributes $64 million a year to the local
economy in payroll.

Everyone involved, from the pilots of the
144th to Guard officials in Sacramento and
Washington, D.C., agrees that the unit needs
to transition to the F-15C aircraft used by
every other air defense unit.

Lt. Toni Gray, public affairs officer for the
California Air National Guard, said that
while the F-16C is a capable aircraft, it’s not
as capable as the F-15C.

“The F-15 has two engines, improved
avionics and is overall a better aircraft for
the mission. Plus, it has the real advantage
of a much longer service life,” Gray said.

The Air Force expects F-15Cs to fly until
2025, at least. Pilots at the 144th learned
recently that the F-16C, Block 32 aircraft
assigned to Fresno in November’s Base
Realignment and Closure Commission
report are expected to leave service in 2012.

Pilots say it was quite a blow to learn that
the planes, which haven’t arrived yet, won’t
be around long.

“Initially, our reaction to the Pentagon
BRAC report was that it was awesome.
Then, two things happened. First, the BRAC
commission dropped the number of aircraft
and personnel we would be getting. Then,
and this was the killer, the Air Force
announced that the new planes we would be
receiving were scheduled for retirement in
2012, and no plan was in place to replace
those planes,” said Maj. Dave Johnstone,
intelligence officer for the 144th.

The BRAC commission changes were
typical for the base closure process, in which
the Defense Department and the
independent commission frequently disagree
over the military value of bases.

Also typical of the process are last-minute
promotion efforts, such as one in Montana
that Fresno officials cite as part of their
problem.
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A Montana Air National Guard base in
Great Falls was slated for closure when the
BRAC process began. When the
commission released its final report six
months later, Great Falls not only stayed
active, but also saw the replacement of 15 F-
16C fighters with F-15Cs.

Montana-based aircraft have been flying air
defense missions in California since Sept.
11, and the F-15Cs make it likely the
missions will continue.

Officials in Great Falls, which was ranked
much lower by the Defense Department than
Fresno in military value, say a concerted
effort by elected officials saved their base.

“We ran an exceptional campaign to keep
the closures from affecting Montana,” said
James Pendleton, director of
communications for Sen. Conrad Burns, R-
Mont.

Pendleton said both of Montana’s U.S.
senators, the state’s only congressman and
local officials all worked together on one
goal, keeping the 120th Fighter Wing in
Great Falls.

“Those elected officials addressed the
BRAC commission directly, and really
showed that strong support for the military
existed in Montana,” Pendleton said.

A similar but smaller-scale effort was run in
Fresno in the months leading up to the first
BRAC report. But when Fresno was not on
the planned closure list, that effort slowed,
and Fresno had no voice in the final
decision-making process.

Larry Westerlund, a Fresno City Council
member who helped organize efforts to
promote Fresno prior to the BRAC process,
said he is heading to Washington, D.C., in

February to begin lobbying for replacement
aircraft.

“We need to begin taking steps to ensure we
have the follow-on aircraft we need. And we
need to take those steps now, not four years
from now,”

Westerlund said.

Westerlund said he plans to enlist area
congressmen as well as state officials to help
in the effort.

“I really think it’s a mistake for those planes
to go to Montana. They will be spending
over $1 million a year ferrying aircraft and
personnel to California, when it could be
done much cheaper from Fresno. Why
should Californians not be guarding
California? Those planes coming here
makes better financial sense, and is the right
thing to do,” Westerlund said.

Air Guard representatives in both
Washington, D.C., and Sacramento said they
could not comment on the BRAC process,
but Gray said there is no need to panic.

“The pursuit of getting F-15C aircraft for the
144th has been in our legislative agenda for
the last three years, and will remain a
priority until it happens. Six years is a long
time, especially in an Air Force that is
constantly undergoing transformation,” Gray
said.

The reporter can be reached at
dboyles@fresnobee.com or (559) 441-6659.

“Many Base Closings Have a Silver
Lining.”

KiplingerForecasts

December 30, 2006.

Richard Sammon. 2006.

But it may take years to see.
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Most communities dread military base
closings in their areas and fight to prevent
them. But in fact, many end up doing quite
well over time. Of 22 major bases to be
shuttered and 33 more slated to be realigned
under the latest round of base closings, most
sites will be transformed into successful
private or public enterprises.

Developers are already eagerly eyeing
several installations:

The Mississippi Army Ammunition Plant
will become an office park with high-tech
clients. It is located in Bay St. Louis, Miss.

Fort Monmouth, located halfway between
Atlantic City, N.J., and New York City, is
prized real estate that won’t stay
undeveloped for very long,.

A Navy facility near Brunswick, Maine,
may spring to new life as a community
airport serving a busy area near Bowdoin
College.

And the Willow Grove Naval Air Station
close to Philadelphia will likely become a
luxury townhouse and shopping mall
development.

But some areas with bases set to close won’t
recover easily.

The loss of Onizuka Air Force Station in
Sunnyvale, Calif., for instance, has local
officials worried. The area was hit hard by
the dot-com crash and still has a high
commercial vacancy rate.

And the Newport Chemical Depot in west
central Indiana may have environmental
contamination for several years. That will
delay closing the depot and may make some

developers skittish about building on the
site.

Communities affected by base closings
usually have several years to develop their
recovery plans, because a closing typically
takes three to four years.

“US DoD Tries to Expect the
Unexpected.”

Journal of Electronic Defense 28/12
December 14, 2005

Ted McKenna.

US Quadrennial Defense Review 2005
Formulates Strategy for Coping with
Uncertain Future

If only US Defense of Department (DoD)
officials could see the future, planning the
size and composition of the military would
be a lot easier.

They can’t, of course, but the
Congressionally mandated Quadrennial
Detense Review (QDR) 2005, due to be
completed in February of next year, requires
them to try to guess.

A process that first began in 1993 as a
review by then-Defense secretary Les Aspin,
the first QDR mandated by Congress
occurred in 1997, followed by another in
2001. Each QDR is a kind of exercise for the
DoD in determining the most pressing
threats the US may face in the next 20 years
or so and how the military can best prepare
to meet those threats. Each QDR that comes
along seems to be billed as the “most
important ever,” and this latest QDR may
indeed be the most important one to come
along so far, given the US needs to not only
revamp its military in light of the
disintegration of the Soviet Union * its
former, relatively predictable nemesis * but
the obvious new threats presented by

BRAC Commission Early Bird 68

Use of these articles does not reflect official endorsement.
Reproduction for private use or gain is subject to original copyright restrictions.




terrorism in the US and overseas and the
insurgent warfare US forces face in Iraq and
Afghanistan.

A first step in drawing up the 2005 QDR has
been to characterize at least the types of
threats the US faces. Charts being used by
DoD officials at various defense conferences
in recent months depict threats as falling
into four basic categories: conventional, for
which most agree that US has a lot of
“overmatch” compared with other countries;
irregular, represented by adversaries such as
Al Qaeda and the insurgent fighters in Iraq,
who tend to use remote-control bombs and
other indirect means of attack; catastrophic,
including natural disasters such as the
tsunami in southeast Asia and Hurricane
Katrina; and disruptive, which entails some
event or weapon planners can’t imagine
right now (see also “Guessing Game:
Quadrennial Defense Review 2005,” JED,
August 2005, p. 28).

At least one thing most military analysts and
lawmakers agree on is that the US today is
far better prepared to fight “conventional”
wars as opposed to “irregular” wars in
places like Iraq that call for not just fast
aircraft, precise weaponry, and effective
command and control, but also sophisticated
social skills such as language proficiency
and new types of technology such as devices
for detecting and defeating improvised
bombs (see “US Examining Urban Puzzle,”
JED, October 2005, p. 18). Discussing the
2005 QDR at a Heritage Foundation-
sponsored event this summer, Dr. Joseph
Collins, a professor at the National War
College and a former deputy assistant
secretary for defense for stability operations,
noted that in the post-Cold War era, wars
involving the US have generally included
some type of humanitarian crisis that
commanders must address, and doing so
involves the coordination of many agencies

and groups, including non-governmental
organizations. Collins noted the now retired
US Army Gen. Tommy Franks has
described post-stability operations as
requiring a lot of boots and wingtips on the
ground, without which all the work devolves
on the military.

Such realities of irregular warfare are
expected to play a large part in development
of the latest QDR, and indeed the US Army
and US Marine Corps are already reforming
their training programs to gives soldiers and
marines these new kinds of expertise (see
“Renaissance Soldiers,” JED, September
2005, p. 30; and “Small Wars the Norm for
USMC,” JED, October 2005, p. 24).

But while irregular warfare and natural
disasters are the focus of today’s news
reports, QDR participants say they don’t
want the US to fail to prepare for other types
of eventualities. For example, could war
break out with Iran, China, or North Korea?
Could there be political upheaval in
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, or some other
country? Many defense experts note that
four years ago, a war to overthrow the
Afghanistan government might have seemed
unbelievable, yet it happened. Many other
scenarios can’t be regarded as necessarily
farfetched, either, and are, therefore, worthy
of some advance planning (see sidebar
below on “Disaster Planning”), including
improvements in so-called conventional
capabilities such as missile defense, naval
tirepower, new types of fighter aircraft, and
more. While the US may be focused on the
fighting in Iraq today, operations five, 10, or
20 years from now could be very different.

Besides providing torces with superior
“soft” skills, the kind that aid troops
deployed in peacekeeping situations such as
Liberia or Haiti, another widely recognized
need for the military that is likely to be a
focus of the latest QDR is the coordination
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of not just the various military services, with
the aim of improving joint warfare
capabilities, but coordination of the military
with other government organizations, like
the State Department, as well as with non-
governmental organizations such as the Red
Cross. Major General Keith W. Dayton,
director of strategy, plans, and policy for the
US Army’s office of the deputy chief of
staff, said at a national-security conference
in Washington, DC, in September that this
type of coordination * the importance of
which was underscored during the aftermath
of Hurricane Katrina along the US Gulf
Coast, and is part of nearly all kinds of
military operations today, including in Iraq *
is a central guiding principle for
development of the new QDR, though he did
not discuss how improved coordination
might be achieved.

Of course, everything costs money. The
Defense Department may spend half a
trillion dollars every year, including the $80
million or so annual “supplemental” funds
authorized by Congress in recent years for
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, but that
isn’t enough to buy everything that each
individual service wants. The US Navy
wants several news types of ships, and as
many as possible (see “‘Course Correction on
US Navy’s DD(X) Program,”

JED, July 2005, p. 15); the US Air Force
wants hundreds of new F/A-22S (see
“USAF Pleads the Case for F/A-228S,” JED,
November 2005, p. 30); and the US Army
wants a new Future Combat System (see
“Amid Budget Crunch, US Army Promotes
FCS,” JED, November 2005, p. 17). An
emphasis on training and developing better
rounded troops also costs more money and
may affect how the QDR approaches the
various big-ticket defense programs,
whether naval, aircraft, or ground-based.

Given that there isn’t enough money to
prepare for everything, debates by analysts
over what the QDR should emphasize have
arisen, including the weighing of
conventional versus irregular threats, for
example. Given that most decision makers
in the DoD and Congress agree that the US
has plenty of conventional war-making
capabilities, from advanced aircraft and
ships to powerful missiles and sophisticated
navigation and communications
technologies, saying the US needs to better
prepare for “irregular” or “disruptive”
wartare is easy. But deciding how exactly to
better prepare for irregular warfare is
difficult, if it means spending less on, say,
heavy armor and more on language training.
As Dr. Daniel Goure, an analyst at the
Lexington Institute, said at recent hearing
before the US House Armed Services
Committee on the goals and principles of the
QDR: “The four-quad picture created by the
Pentagon is essentially hollow. What’s
important are the forces used to deal with
the issues.”

As seen with the fighting in Iraq, a move
toward lighter, faster vehicles proved not
entirely prescient, as it turned out that more
heavily armed vehicles were needed to
protect soldiers against improvised
explosive devices (1EDs) (see “Shutting the
Bomb Factory,” JED, September 2005, p.
14). In the case of the disruptive category,
preparing for something totally unknown
doesn’t even seem possible. Michele
Flournoy of the Center for Strategic and
International Studies said at the same
hearing that the success of the review
depends on the developers establishing a
balance among the needs for homeland
security and fighting conventional and
irregular warfare, which includes deciding
what capabilities are needed for each, and
how much. Because ot budget limitations,
risks must be taken -the military must decide
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to spend a little less in one area so it can
spend more in another, Flournoy said.

One admiral who has been involved in
ongoing discussions about the QDR said that
all the services are looking at their
capabilities as a whole and trying to
determine where overlap may occur, where
redundancies in capabilities can be reduced.
Naturally, the instinct to protect programs
owned by particular services doesn’t go
away, “but I can tell you that there ’s
nothing that hasn’t been put on the table,”
the admiral said. So the QDR could well
help the military address some of the
ongoing questions about certain expensive
programs it has going. In the past year, cuts
have been made in space programs like the
Space-Based Infrared Radar System-High
(see “US Congress Questions Skyrocketing
Space Costs,” JED, September 2005, p.
29). Faced with the cost maintaining forces
in Iraq and Afghanistan, the Army had to
give up its Comanche program, which was
more of a Cold Warera helicopter anyway
(see “US Army Scalps Comanche,” JED,
April 2004, p. 28).

Given the rising costs and longer
development times associated with
individual programs * for instance, whereas
the F-16 took about five years from
conception to production, the F/A-22 has
taken about 14 years * cuts are already being
made.

Did the previous QDR adequately address
the threats the US face, including those
made evident to all by the terrorist attacks of
Sept. 11, 2001, which occurred while the
previous QDR was being developed and
which planners had to scramble to take into
account? Dov Zakheim, the former chief
financial officer of the Pentagon, regards it
as a “revolutionary” document that
explicitly focused on homeland defense and
the continued need to prepare for facing two

threats simultaneously, although only one
could be an “all-out”

war. A focus on new types of technologies,
such as unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs),
emerged from the 2001 QDR1 Zakheim said
recently during testimony at a hearing of the
House Armed Services Committee, plus the
document underscored the importance of
Joint warfare, as well as inspiring a number
of overseas base closings and the
realignment of overseas bases. But
acquisition reform didn’t occur as the
developers of the previous QDR had hoped,
Zaheim said, nor did the QDR point to the
importance of “up-armored”

vehicles in Iraq, among other things.

What ultimately will be the result of the
latest QDR 1 and indeed what effect it will
have on the DoD actions * does it really
change practices or is it basically an
academic exercise, as a congressman asked
during the recent hearing on QDR * remains
to be seen. Some hiccups have occurred in
the process of developing the latest QDR.
For instance, the new deputy defense
secretary, Gordon England, has reportedly
sought to shake up what he regarded as a
lackluster effort to develop the QDR,
pushing for more of a focus on cutting
expensive weapons programs and requiring
a more concentrated analysis of strategy. If
cuts to major programs like the F/A-22 are
indeed codified in the new QDR, for
example, or a bolder attitude toward the
possible deployment of weapons in space is
expressed, then many people in the defense
community will take the new QDR very
seriously indeed.

War Demands Spur Growth, Other
Changes at Fort Lewis.

Associated Press Newswires

January 1, 2006.

BRAC Commission Early Bird 71

Use of these articles does not reflect official endorsement.
Reproduction for private use or gain is subject to original copyright restrictions.




Fort Lewis, Wash. (AP) * Fort Lewis grew
by nearly 5,500 soldiers in 2005, and it will
continue to grow in the coming years, with
an additional 3,300 soldiers expected by the
end of 2007.

The active-duty population at Fort Lewis is
projected to top 30,000 in the next several
years.

The Army post is facing other changes, as it
works toward aligning with nearby
McChord Air Force Base, a merger ordered
by the federal Base Realignment and
Closure Commission.

The changes are being driven by the
demands of the Iraq war and the Army(Js
initiative to transform itself into a more
efficient, responsive fighting force.

Several Fort Lewis units are scheduled to
return home in the first part of

2006 after deployments overseas, including
about 250 soldiers with the 170th Military
Police Company and 504th Military Police
Battalion, and some 450 soldiers of the
864th Engineer Combat Battalion (Heavy)
from Afghanistan.

Other units will be heading out. More than
3,500 soldiers in the 3rd Brigade, 2nd
Infantry Division are gearing up for their
second rotation in Iraq.

They became the first Stryker Brigade
Combat Team sent into combat whey they
deployed in late 2003. They( 11l ship out
again in the middle of the year.

The brigade is named after the eight- .
wheeled armored vehicles that fill a gap
between light infantry and heavy forces. The
vehicles are back at Fort Lewis being
overhauled and upgraded for the upcoming
deployment.

BRAC Commission Early Bird

More than 500 soldiers are scheduled to
arrive at Fort Lewis this year to become part
of the new battalion of the 160th Special
Operations Aviation Regiment.

Dubbed the Nightstalkers, the regiment will
covertly ferry special-operations soldiers
into combat zones. It will work closely with
two special-forces units stationed at Fort
Lewis: the 2nd Battalion, 75th Ranger
Regiment and the 1st Special Forces Group.

Starting in February, the 7th Airlift
Squadron from McChord will deploy to
oversee C-17 flights in and out of
Afghanistan, Iraq and other areas.

Meanwhile, the Office of Secretary of
Detense is reviewing an 800-plus-page
report with recommendations on how the
Fort Lewis-McChord merger should
proceed.

All wellre doing is waiting for
guidance on how they want us to implement
it, said Lt. Erika Yepsen, a McChord
spokeswoman.

The joint basing must be completed in six
years.

Fort Lewis will see big changes for its three
Stryker brigades. In addition to the
deployment of the 3rd Brigade, many of the
soldiers with the 1st Brigade, 25th Infantry
Division will move to Germany. Those
soldiers will form the core of a new Stryker
brigade, the 2nd Cavalry Regiment.

Three Stryker brigades will remain at Fort
Lewis, all under the command of the 2nd
Intantry Division. The new unit to succeed
the st Brigade will activate at Fort Lewis
sometime in late 2006 or 2007. It will be
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called the 2nd Brigade, 2nd Infantry
Division.

The brigade now known as the 2nd Cavalry
Regiment will soon be called the 4th
Brigade, 2nd Infantry Division. It is
converting into a Stryker brigade and will be
ready for deployment in 2007 or 2008, if
needed, depending on the status of the war
in Iraq.

Topping the Year’s News
St. Louis (MO) Post-Dispatch
January 1, 2006

1 MEDICAID CUTS: The young and new
governor said Missouri!Js budget
couldn’t(Jt sustain the rapid growth in
Medicaid costs * at $5 billion per year.
Adversaries called his list of proposed cuts a
cruel blow to the state{’s needy. Aided by
Republican majorities in both houses of the
Legislature, Gov. Matt Blunt prevailed in
tightening eligibility, ending or reducing
some benefits and adding or increasing
deductibles.

2 GOODBYE TO OLD BUSCH: All year
long, workers raised the new stadium higher
as fans packed the old one next door. Fans
said farewell to old Busch Stadium with
tears and graffiti, and by grabbing small
chunks of its broken concrete. The last
arches of the old stadium fell to the
wrecking ball early on Dec. 8.

3 BATTLE WITH THE BISHOP: As the
leaders of St. Stanislaus Kostka church
continued to defy, and the archbishop
continued to threaten, the stakes kept getting
higher. Finally, after the church hired its
own priest, Archbishop Raymond Burke on
Dec. 17 declared excommunicated the new
priest and the parish board members. The

battle over control of parish assets had been
simmering for decades.

4 MILITARY JOBS TAKEN AWAY: The
Pentagon on May 13 spared Scott Air Force
Base but announced that 2,600 other
military jobs would leave the St. Louis area
for other installations. So would thundering
F-15s of the Missouri Air National Guard,
based at Lambert Field. Local politicians
howled, but the cutting of the national Base
Realignment and Closure Commission
prevailed in Washington.

5 PRAXAIR FIRE: The brilliant fireballs
wobbled through the air and exploded

* An inferno fed by hundreds of tanks of
industrial gases. The fire at the Praxair Inc.
plant just south ot downtown on June 24
sent neighbors dashing to safety and
transfixed a nationwide television audience.
Amazingly, no one was seriously hurt.

6. RESERVOIR BREACH: More than 1
billion gallons of water burst through
AmerenUE s hydroelectric reservoir in
Reynolds County on Dec. 14, down Profit
Mountain and onto Johnson Shut-Ins State
Park.

7. STEM-CELL DEBATE: Missourills
anti-abortion ranks were shuffled Oct. 12
when Gov. Blunt and former Sen. Danforth
supported an amendment to allow stem cell
research with embryonic cloning. Many
religious leaders oppose it.

8. ILLINOIS REVERSALS: The state(]s
reputation as a haven for damage-suit
lawyers took hits from its Supreme Court,
which threw out billion-dollar judgments
versus State Farm in Williamson County and
Philip Morris in Madison County.

9. METROLINK COSTS: The extension
into central St. Louis County, almost a year
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behind, was supposed to cost $550 million.
But officials said in August that it might run
$132 million over. Filings in the who[s-to-
blame court case pile up.

10. SMOKING BAN FIZZLES: After
months of deliberation and not just a little
shouting, the St. Louts County Council
voted 4-3 on Aug. 16 against a plan to
greatly limit smoking in public places, much
to the relief of local casinos.
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From saving jobs to saving lives
By Andrew J. Manuse

Daily News Staft

Tuesday, February 7, 2006

The group responsible for keeping Natick
Labs and Hanscom Air Force Base open will
now focus on building a Massachusetts-
dominated defense-technology industry. The
Massachusetts Defense Technology
Initiative, established in 2003 by the
Waltham-based Massachusetts High
Technology Council, was part of an event
yesterday highlighting the U.S. Army’s
Future Combat Systems program and how it
will benefit New England.

That program is the Army’s
modernization clfort, which will automate
much of the military’s operations and make
the battlefield a safer place for U.S. soldiers,
according to the council.

While the initiative’s previous efforts
saved 33,000 jobs at Hanscom and the
Army’s Natick Soldier Center during the
Pentagon’s 2005 Base Realignment and
Closure round, the group now will help the
state’s high-tech companies capitalize on
$6.8 billion of research and development
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money slated for the Future Combat
Systems program here. The program will be
"a key economic driver" for the state’s
economy, according to Christopher
Anderson, president of the Waltham-based
council.

Future Combat Systems will involve
technologies such as unmanned ground and
aerial vehicles, remote-controlled artillery
and equipment that connects U.S. soldiers
electronically over a secure military
network.

Nationwide, the Future Combat Systems
program will cost the Army $120 billion
over 30 years, and will create 15 brigades,
fully capable of operating anywhere in the
world, even if uninvited, according to Lt.
Gen. Dan Zanini, deputy program manager
for Science Applications International Corp.,
or SAIC.

The technologies will be rolled out for use
in battle in phases, but testing on some of
them has already begun, Zanini said.

SAIC and Boeing, the contractors hired
by the Army, will have hired 700 companies
nationwide by the end of this year to work
on several aspects of the program, according
to Zanini.

Ranch Kimball, the state’s secretary of
economic development, said the general
defense industry in Massachusetts already
supports an estimated 65,000 to 85,000 jobs,
which can be compared with the 17,000 to
30,000 jobs supported by the biotech
industry here. Kimball, who also spoke
yesterday, said the defense industry is an
"incredibly important part" of the state’s
technology economy.

The Future Combat System, which will
support only part of that defense industry

base, currently involves 26 Massachusetts
companies, such as ron Systems Corp.,
where yesterday’s event was held in
Wilmington, iRobot Corp. in Burlington,
Netegrity Inc. in Waltham, EComp in
Ashland and Systinet Corp. in Natick.

ron Systems is working on technologies
such as disposable sensors that soldiers
involved in urban warfare can leave behind
them when raiding a building to "watch their
back." iRobot, the company commonly
known for its "artificially intelligent"
vacuum cleaner, has deployed 300 of its
PackBots in Iraq and Afghanistan. The
remote-controlled robots are used in urban
warfare and caves to sense biological and
chemical weapons as well as enemy
personnel hiding behind corners.

While these robots come back to
Massachusetts in pieces from time to time,
they have prevented soldiers from returning
in body bags, according to Thomas Ryden,
director of government sales and marketing
for iRobot.

The Natick Soldier Center, which works
with several companies in and out of
Massachusetts, is building components for
U.S. soldiers so they will literally sit within
the Future Combat System platform,
according to Jean-Louis "Dutch" DeGay, an
equipment specialist for the center. Soldiers
will personally be equipped with infrared,
thermal, global positioning and radio
sensors, as well as "IFF" sensors that will
identify other U.S. Army soldiers to prevent
friendly fire.

"We are transforming the soldier into a
secure laptop connected to a secure Internet
to push and pull data," said DeGay.
"They’re part of the collective; a soldier has
the ability to see what everybody sees and
vice versa." Soldiers, who already control
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PackBots, will have access to unmanned air
vehicles, which can support them by
locating and firing on the enemy from
above.

The Massachusetts companies involved
with the Future Combat System currently
support 200 cutting-edge science and
engineering jobs, according to U.S. Rep.
Martin Meehan, D-Lowell, and a House
Armed Services Committee member who
spoke at the event.

"Our military superiority has resulted
from weapons quality and technology
advancements enabled by a robust
foundation of basic research," said Meehan.
"To keep our edge, we must continue
investing in R&D."

Mecehan said the Future Combat System
program will thrive in Massachusetts,
"where technology and innovation have long
been a cornerstone of our economy." He
said the state would also need to invest in
science, technology, engineering and math
education to ensure there are highly skilled
workers to fill future jobs in the growing
Massachusetts industry.

Officials Make BRAC Easier to Handle
Emerald Coast

February 6, 2006

Jennifer Otto

The realities of Base Realignment and
Closure are drawing near as military
officials determine ways to ease transition
for service members and civilians.

To help with the transition, the Air Force
Reserve Command is providing full-time
Air Force civilians and Reservists with new
Web-based job placement services.

Called clearinghouses, these virtual job fairs
take personal career and location
preferences into account and work to match
BRAC-displaced people with new
opportunitics.

According to "A BRAC Guide for Civilian
and Military Personnel Issues" - released by
the command in January — gaining units
must give first priority for placement in
vacant positions to displaced people who
register in one of the clearinghouses.

The technical reason why BRAC-displaced
workers must find new jobs at new locations
is because of the "transfer of function" rules.
None of the command's BRAC actions
qualify as a transfer of function. In cases
where a job move is not a transfer of
function, employees do not have a right to
move with their job to the new unit. While
employees may be given a chance to apply,
they may have to compete with other
candidates for the job.

Command people displaced by BRAC can
learn more by accessing the guide from a
military computer at
www.mil.afrc.af.mil/hg/dp/brac.

Cichowski to discuss military defense
budget

By Laura Hunt

Feb 6, 2006

The black jets Otero County residents see
flying through the skies may be gone by
2008.

President Bush's 2007 budget plan will be
released today, and defense trade
publications have reported the entire F-117A
Nighthawk could be phased out by 2008.
Holloman's 49th Fighter Wing Commander
Brig. General Kurt Cichowski will make an
announcement today at the base regarding
the budget.
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Tom Fuller, Public Affairs media chief, said
it was premature discuss details of the
budget until after it is released. However, if
the stealths are retired, Holloman won't
necessarily be in danger of closing, he said.

"Holloman offers the Air Force great flying
weather, a great facility and an outstanding
relationship with the local community,"
Fuller said.

The Base Realignment and Closure
Committee decided in 2005 Holloman
would remain an active base, Fuller said.
Also, Holloman has never been tied to a
specific air craft or mission, he said.

"In the past, Holloman has based F-100s, F-
4s, and F-15s, which are now either retired
or flying somewhere else," Fuller said.
"Holloman is still a viable base."

The base may even be viable for the F-22A
Raptor, a jet capable of supersonic speeds
and aerial combat.

"A team did come here last month in
January to do a site survey at Holloman for
the possible basing of the F-22 at
Holloman," Fuller said. "However, similar
teams have come here in the past to look for
other weapons systems that didn't come
here."

The site survey gives Air Force planners the
information they need to make a decision,
Fuller said. Right now, no one is officially
slated to replace the F-117 at Holloman,
Fuller said.

130th Airlift Wing celebrates
Arrival of new cargo planes
By The Associated Press
Monday February 06, 2006

BRAC Commission Early Bird

Only months after escaping a plan that
would have stripped the West Virginia Air
National Guard's 130th Airlift Wing of its
planes, the unit has a new fleet.

The Charleston-based unit celebrated the
arrival of the last of nine C-130H3 Hercules
cargo planes on Saturday.

The planes, which had been based at the
167th Airlift Wing in Martinsburg, replace
nine older C-130H2 models as part of a
modernization of both units.

The Martinsburg unit will get C-5 Galaxy
aircraft, among the largest in the world, next
year.

"We're saying goodbye to an old friend that
has taken care of us for 33 years," said Lt.
Andrew Schmidt, the 167th Airlift Wing's
public information officer.

After the planes touched down in
Charleston, 167th commander Col. Eric
Vollmecke handed a ceremonial key for the
flect to the 130th's Col. Tim Frye, to cheers
from National Guard members and others in
attendance.

Unlike the H2s, the H3s have digital
cockpits, as well as improved radar and
better night vision, according to the National
Guard.

"I woke up this morning and thought, ‘What
a good day,' because we could be at Pope
Air Force Base instead of here in West
Virginia," said Adjutant General Allen
Tackett, referring to the North Carolina
facility that the Defense Department had
recommended as the new home of the unit's
planes.
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"That fight is over and we are still here" said
Sen. Robert C. Byrd, D-W.Va., who has
been credited with leading the effort to
persuade the Base Realignment and Closure
Commission to reject the Pentagon's plan for
the 130th.

"Is there some fight still left in the 130th
Airlift Wing?" Byrd asked, to loud cheers.
"You better believe it."

Closed bases can be bonanza for military
sell for top dollar in some areas

By Gillian Flaccus

Associated Press

February 6, 2006

- With nearly two dozen major bases
preparing to close around the country, the
military and private developers say the sale
of a shuttered Marine station for nearly $650
million could be a blueprint for
redevelopment in suburban hotspots.

The private auction of El Toro Marine Air
Base in fast-growing Orange County last
year set a Department of Defense sales
record when it became the fourth major
property sold directly to developers by the
Navy for a total of more than $1 billion.
While all those sales involved California
properties, the latest round of base closings
includes nearly a half-dozen military
installations in other crowded commuter
markets near such places as Atlanta, New
York and coastal Virginia -- and developers
are interested.

Twenty-two major military bases are on
track to close within six years and an
additional 33 will be reconfigured, following
a final decision by the Base Realignment
and Closure Commission late last year.

The money would be a windfall for the
military, which in the past disposed of most
of its bases by transferring the property to
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local -- and often inexperienced --
redevelopment agencies for little or no
money.

The new strategy "gets the property out of
the Department of Defense's hands much,
much faster than if you went through the
other routes that we've taken before," said
Harry Kelso, whose company Base Closures
LLC helps developers navigate the complex
market of base real estate.

"If you wait on the government to do it, it's
going to take a lot more time," he said.
Cities and counties aren't necessarily upset
about the direct-to-developers approach.
Local officials say bases could be reused
more quickly and efficiently under a profit-
driven private developer.

In some cases, savvy communities can use
zoning and other statutes to keep long-term
control of redevelopment and even establish
future revenue sources through retail and
other uses.

In Irvine, for example, city planners gave
zoning concessions to developer Lennar
Corp. in exchange for $400 million in cash
and bonds and 1,300 acres of land. The city
now plans a huge, much-needed park on the
open land as Lennar develops 2,700 acres.
The Navy has made no secret of its desire to
seek fair market value for base land in at
least two other prime locations: the 9,000-
acre Roosevelt Roads Naval Station in
Puerto Rico and the 5,200-acre Concord
Naval Weapons Station in the San Francisco
Bay area.

Other branches of the military haven't
publicly said they plan to pursue public
auctions. But developers and experts
familiar with base closings say all military
branches are looking at fair market value
sales after the Navy's success.

The change stems, in part, from a shift in
philosophy by the federal government after
the last round of closings in the mid-1990s,
said Tim Ford, executive director of the
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Washington, D.C.-based Association of
Defense Communities.

"Previously, it had been focusing on doing
whatever we can do to help this community
recover," he said. "But the Bush
administration started to think about it as,
'How much can we get for the Department
of Defense and how much can we get from
the land?"

For the Navy, the answer has been a lot.
Since 2003, it has collected more than $1
billion from deals involving four properties.
Before that, total sales for shuttered Navy
property amounted to just $40 million, said
B.J. Penn, assistant secretary of the Navy for
installations and environment.

Along with El Toro, which closed in 1999,
the sales included portions of the Marine
Corps Air Station in Tustin, a former naval
hospital near San Francisco and former
naval housing in San Pedro, south of Los
Angeles.

"This was a very successful method for the
Navy. We were extremely fortunate," Penn
said. "But it's location, location, location."
Developers echo that and caution that high-
priced sales might not be feasible outside
suburban New York, Atlanta, Virginia.

Copters' role ready to grow at arsenal
Army's $119M plans for airfield area
include new facilities, test upgrades
Monday, February 06, 2006

By Shelby G. Spires

Times Aerospace Writer

A $119 million Army construction plan will
ultimately transform Redstone Arsenal's
airfield area into a bustling research, test and
development heliport by adding several test
areas, research hangars and aircraft to the
arsenal by 2010.

Today, the Army Aviation and Missile
Command has four helicopters used for a
variety of missile and sensor testing, said

John Green, a general engineer in Redstone's
master planning office. An unmanned aerial
vehicle runway away from the main airfield
along with a helicopter staging area. The
staging area will be used to practice takeoffs
and landings and emergency landi

"When these new areas are complete and the
test center is on line, there will be 38
(helicopters) on the arsenal," he said.

"The test programs will be different than
what we have at Redstone now," Green said.
"Today, a lot of the testing of helicopters
here on Redstone relates to items like a new
radio or sensor and making sure these don't
interfere with other electronics onboard the
aircratt.

"In the future, testing will be more flight-
related and hardware-related. It does mean a
lot more helicopter flying."

Currently, a lot of the development testing is
performed at Fort Rucker, in South
Alabama, where Army helicopter pilots are
trained.

The Army plans to spend $67 million to
build a Rotary Wing Center on the south end
of the airfield, $41 million Military System
Test and Integration Facility on the north
end, and $11 million to build a Rotary Wing
Simulation Center.

Design work on the projects is slated to
begin next year, with construction starts
staggered over 2008 for the Rotary Wing
Center, 2010 for the test facility and 2011
for the simulation center.

The Rotary Wing Center will be a 240-
person test area and part of the Aviation
Technical Test Center, which is being
relocated from Fort Rucker. The move is
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part of the 2005 Base Realignment and
Closure Commission recommendations.

The center will have an eight-aircraft,
161,000-square-foot test hangar, secure
storage facility and explosives cargo area.

There will beng procedures.

The Military Systems Test and Integration
Facility will provide space for 250-people
from Redstone's aviation test and
management organizations, including
Redstone Technical Test Center, Research
Development and Engineering Center and
Program Executive Office for Aviation.

This program will consolidate a number of
missile and sensor test programs and
projects already being performed on the
arsenal. It will consist of a 173,000-square-
foot research and test hangar and includes
labs, flight operations and administrative
offices.

Green said the facility would expand airfield
space for helicopter and missile work "that
came here from St. Louis as part of the 1995
BRAC. That test work has continued to
grow and has really outgrown the space that
1s available for it today."

The programs have grown, Green said,
because Redstone program managers
continue to use the range and airspace on the
arsenal instead of going to places such as
Eglin Air Force Base in Florida to test.

Included in the plan is the Rotary Wing
Simulation Center which would simulate
rough and nighttime environments for
helicopters undergoing research and
development tests.

"The simulation center would allow tests
using a full helicopter in blackout and

nighttime conditions,” Green said. "That's a
capability that doesn't exist on Redstone
now."

Budgets key to area federal work
Redstone and Marshall Projects heavily
depend on Bush proposals today
Monday, February 06, 2006

By Shelby G. Spires

Times Aerospace Writer

The White House is scheduled to release
today the president's proposals for key
federal budgets - Department of Defense,
military construction and NASA.

The federal spending proposals could affect
Pentagon plans to build office space for
units moving to Redstone Arsenal and for
Marshall Space Flight Center's work to
return to the moon, Huntsville leaders say.

This year, the White House budget request is
likely to be $439 billion for the Pentagon,
about $13 billion for military construction,
and about $17.9 billion for the NASA
budget, the Associated Press has reported. In
2005, the Bush administration asked the
Congress to approve $419.3 billion in
defense spending, $12.1 billion in military
construction, and $16.4 billion for the space
agency.

Huntsville has several key projects tied to
the federal budget, including military
construction, missile defense and new space
vehicles that NASA hopes will be used to
return astronauts to the moon.

Military construction funds are key to the
start of the 2005 Base Realignment and
Closure Commission (BRAC)
recommendations that will move about
5,000 federal jobs to Redstone Arsenal.

Redstone will have to undergo a spate of
construction in the next four years to prepare
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for the relocation of the Army Materiel
Command headquarters, the Army Security
and Assistance Command headquarters, and
the Missile Defense Agency headquarters.

Alabama elected leaders have said the
projects could take up to $1 billion in
spending over the next decade to complete
office buildings and road improvements.

Also, the Army has plans to begin design
work this year on a $67 million BRAC
project at the Redstone Airtfield that will
provide space for major helicopter work
slated to be transferred from Fort Rucker in
Alabama and Robins Air Force Base, Ga.

Rep. Bud Cramer, D-Huntsville, said the
military construction funds are crucial to
making sure BRAC transfers are smooth.

"It's absolutely one of the most critical
budget items we have today," Cramer said
last week. "We are on the fast track for
funding these as much as we can be."

Over the next year, Cramer said, military
and space budgets will be competing for
dollars needed to pay for the war and natural
disaster cleanup.

Last week, the White House asked for $120
billion in Defense Department supplemental
funding for the war in Afghanistan and Iraq
along with $18 billion more to pay for
hurricane damage along the Gulf Cost.

"There is a tough atmosphere for budgets in
general right now,"” Cramer said. "We are
getting our hands around what level of
funding we need for Iraq and to pay for
(Hurricane) Katrina damage.

"These are both issues we have to fund."

The White House is asking for a substantial
boost in the NASA budget, $1.5 billion
more than requested for this year, but the
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money might not be enough to pay for
ongoing projects such as the International
Space Station, space shuttle operations and
development of new rockets.

The next five years mark crucial budgets for
the space agency, said Mark McDaniel, a
Huntsville lawyer and former member of the
NASA Advisory Council, "because NASA
has to complete the International Space
Station and lay the groundwork to" return to
the moon, he said.

McDaniel currently serves as an adviser to
Rep. Bart Gordon, D-Tenn., who is the
ranking member on the House Science
Committee and holds sway over NASA's
science and research budgets.

McDaniel said one major concern in
Congress 1s keeping NASA focused on
completing the space station so it can be
used for research and fulfilling American
commitments to the 15 other nations who
partner with the U.S.

Another problem that could trip up budget
approval, McDaniel said, is NASA not
completing projects.

"There are concerns that NASA is allocated
money and then changes to another project,"
McDaniel said. "NASA has to finish what it
starts, and sometimes that just doesn't
happen.

"This is very important, not just to keep
members of Congress happy, but also
projects need to be completed because of
promises made to the American people.
They pay the bills."

Wright-Pat may benefit from proposed
budget increases

February 7, 2006

By Jessica Wehrman

Washington Bureau
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WASHINGTON | The Department of
Defense proved to be the biggest recipient in
President Bush's fiscal year 2007 budget
proposal, receiving $439.3 billion a 7
percent jump over this year's estimated
spending and 48 percent more than was
spent in 2001.

The total represents the department's
discretionary spending and does not include
$50 billion proposed for operations in
Afghanistan and Iraq, which could increase
as the year goes on, nor $1.8 billion in
mandatory spending.

Locally, the proposal includes $2.7 million
for military construction to convert the
445th Airlift Wing to the C-5 aircraft at
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, as well as
an overall increase in research and
development programs that could affect the
base.

The Fairtield-based O'Gara-Hess &
Eisenhardt, meanwhile, would get $582.6
million for its uparmored Humvee, a nearly
71 percent increase over current funding.

Ohio overall would receive $9.9 million for
military construction, a dramatic drop from
the 2006 budget, when the state got $104
million in military construction projects,
including $39 million for projects at Wright-
Pat.

The 2007 construction proposal would give
$1.1 million to the Army National Guard in
Columbus and $6 million to the Marysville
Army National Guard Readiness Center, in
addition to the $2.7 million for Wright-Pat.

Michael Gessel of the Dayton Development
Coalition said the coalition was
disappointed, but not surprised, by the low
level of military construction funding.

Wright-Patterson, however, may benefit
from the budget's proposed increase in
funding for research, development,
technology and evaluation.

Among the technology programs that see an
increase are aerospace sensors, which would
be funded at $117 million, up from $115.6
million in 2006,

Advanced aerospace sensors, meanwhile,
would go from $39 million in fiscal 2006 to
$55 million. Sensors programs are largely
based at Wright-Pat.

"The increases in money for sensors will
benefit Wright-Patterson," Gessel said.

Human effectiveness applied research
programs would decrease, however — going
from S108 million to $92.9 million. Those
programs, under the base closure process,
will be consolidated from Brooks City-Base
in San Antonio to Wright-Patterson.

The Defense Department is realizing $4.4
billion annually and $36.5 billion over 20
years from last year's Base Realignment and
Closure decisions, according to the budget.

The department is also trying to save money
by converting more than 10,000 military
positions to civilian slots by the end of 2007.
Since 2004, the Defense Department has
converted more than 20,000 military
positions to civilian.

Elsewhere in the budget, $46 million was
earmarked for the continued cleanup of the
Department of Energy's Mound site in
Miamisburg and $267 million for the
continued cleanup of Fernald, near
Cincinnati. Also, $151 million was allocated
for the continued cleanup at the Portsmouth
Gaseous Diffusion Plant and $72.2 million
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for Portsmouth's Hexafluoride Conversion
Plant.
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From saving jobs to saving lives
By Andrew J. Manuse

Daily News Statt

Tuesday, February 7, 2006

The group responsible for keeping Natick
Labs and Hanscom Air Force Base open will
now focus on building a Massachusetts-
dominated deferise-technology industry. The
Massachusetts Detfense Technology
Initiative, established i1 2003 by the
Waltham-based Massachusetts High
Technology Council, was part of an event
yesterday highlighting the U.S. Army’s
Future Combat Systems program and how it
will benefit New England.

That program is the Army’s
modernization effort, which will automate
much of the military’s operations and make
the battlefield a sater place for U.S. soldiers,
according to the council.

While the initiative’s previous efforts
saved 33,000 jobs at Hanscom and the
Army’s Natick Soldier Center during the
Pentagon’s 2005 Base Realignment and
Closure round, the group now will help the
state’s high-tech companies capitalize on
$6.8 billion of rescarch and development
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money slated for the Future Combat
Systems program here. The program will be
"a key economic driver” for the state’s
economy, according to Christopher
Anderson, president of the Waltham-based
council.

Future Combat Systems will involve
technologies such as unmanned ground and
aerial vehicles, remote-controlled artillery
and equipment that connects U.S. soldiers
electronically over a secure military
network.

Nationwide, the Future Combat Systems
program will cost the Army $120 billion
over 30 years, and will create 15 brigades,
fully capable of operating anywhere in the
world, even if uninvited, according to Lt.
Gen. Dan Zanini, deputy program manager
for Science Applications International Corp.,
or SAIC.

The technologies will be rolled out for use
in battle in phases, but testing on some of
them has already begun, Zanini said.

SAIC and Boeing, the contractors hired
by the Army, will have hired 700 companies
nationwide by the end of this year to work
on several aspects of the program, according
to Zanini.

Ranch Kimball, the state’s secretary of
economic development, said the general
defense industry in Massachusetts already
supports an estimated 65,000 to 85,000 jobs,
which can be compared with the 17,000 to
30,000 jobs supported by the biotech
industry here. Kimball, who also spoke
yesterday, said the defense industry is an
"incredibly important part" of the state’s
technology economy.

The Future Combat System, which will
support only part ot that defense industry

base, currently involves 26 Massachusetts
companies, such as ron Systems Corp.,
where yesterday’s event was held in
Wilmington, iRobot Corp. in Burlington,
Netegrity Inc. in Waltham, EComp in
Ashland and Systinet Corp. in Natick.

ron Systems is working on technologies
such as disposable sensors that soldiers
involved in urban warfare can leave behind
them when raiding a building to "watch their
back." iRobot, the company commonly
known for its "artificially intelligent"”
vacuum cleaner, has deployed 300 of its
PackBots in Iraq and Afghanistan. The
remote-controlled robots are used in urban
warfare and caves to sense biological and
chemical weapons as well as enemy
personnel hiding behind corners.

While these robots come back to
Massachusetts in pieces from time to time,
they have prevented soldiers from returning
in body bags, according to Thomas Ryden,
director of government sales and marketing
for iRobot.

The Natick Soldier Center, which works
with several companies in and out of
Massachusetts, is building components for
U.S. soldiers so they will literally sit within
the Future Combat System p